Town of Pittsfield

16 Park Street

Pittsfield, Maine  04967 - 1432

PH: (207)487-3136     FAX: (207)487-3138

E-mail:  townmanager@pittsfield.org
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Pittsfield:


It is again time to present the Annual Report for the Town of Pittsfield.  This report compiles the Town of Pittsfield’s Municipal services for the operating period of January 01, 

2005 - December 31, 2005.  Activity reports from the departments, MSAD #53, and the agencies associated with the Town are contained in this document along with the audit report.


It has been another amazingly fast-paced and interesting year for the Town.  Many goals have been completed and even more projects scheduled.  It was a very rewarding year as we continued to work on long-term projects, applied for grant opportunities to upgrade services for our citizens and enhanced programs for our residents and businesses.   Our Town is growing as more opportunities become available.  Anyone buying or building a new home, buying land or considering locating a business in our community is welcome to drop by the Town Office to learn about our services.  We are proud of our Town.   It is a beautiful community with much to offer.

Through teamwork, cooperation, and the achievement of common goals, the town government has addressed the following issues:

· Approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to add Day Care Centers to the

Medical Services Overlay District.

· Authorized the Town Manager to file a Business Assistance Grant Application under the Community Development Block Grant Program in the amount of $400,000 for Moosehead Wood Components, Inc. for an expansion project in the Town.

· Approved Tax Anticipation borrowing for fiscal year 2005 and authorized the Town Manager/Treasurer to prepare and seek competitive proposals.  Skowhegan Bank’s bid at an interest rate of 3.0% was accepted for a $600,000 Tax Anticipation Note.

· Approved a Request for Proposals for Borrowing for the Airport Safety Enhancements for $155,000 and authorized the Town Manager to seek bids.  The proposal of Bangor Savings Bank at an interest rate of  3.38% was approved for the Airport Safety Enhancements.  The loan will be paid back when the grant funds from the Federal Aviation Administration Amendment to the original Runway grant are received.

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign Standard Services Contracts and Standard Goods Contracts for the Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund Project pending State approval. The Mill Pond Park Project is being developed off Sebasticook Street on land donated by the Fendler Family.

· Approved amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, Site Plan Review Ordinance, and Subdivision Ordinance to transfer the responsibility of addressing violations of the ordinances from the Code Enforcement Officer to the Town Council.   The Town Council will decide how violations will be addressed.

· Authorized the filing of the Continuation of the Quiet Zone at the Main Street Crossing with the Federal Railroad Administration.  This action, if approved by the Federal Railroad Administration, will allow the ban prohibiting the blowing of the railroad horn to continue unless necessary for safety purposes.

· Accepted the proposal of Kennebec Paving in the amount of $14,850 for the paving of the Mill Pond Park Parking Lot, constructed as part of the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund project at the property off Sebasticook Street.

· Accepted the proposal of M.E. O’Brien & Sons in the amount of $14,503 for the Picnic Tables, Park Benches and Waste Receptacles for the Mill Pond Park Project under the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

· Accepted the proposal of Howard’s Seasonal Services for (1) Grounds Maintenance in an amount to not exceed $6,000 for 2005; $6,800 for 2006; and $7,000 for 2007; and (2) Mowing at several Town facilities in an amount to not exceed $4,500 for 2005; $4,500 for 2006; and $4,500 for 2007.

· Authorized a Proclamation supporting community-wide activities for Earth Day.

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign Standard Services Contracts pending State approval for the Safe Routes to School Project for School and Henry Streets.

· Accepted a Grant Award of $75,000 from the Fund for Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services for the Project:  Pittsfield Regional Recycling Center Enhancements to include a horizontal baler and authorized the Town Manager to execute the paperwork.

· Accepted a Grant Award of $4,700 from the Fund for Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services for the Project:  Multi-Town Curbside Recycling Project to include a planning study for the regional pickup of recyclables and authorized the Town Manager to execute the paperwork.

· Accepted the proposal of Kennebec Paving for State Spec “C” mix in an amount not to exceed $116,406 for the 2005 Bituminous Paving Program.  

· Authorized the Town Manager to apply for federal financing assistance through the Land and Water Conservation Fund for the development of the Mill Pond Project, Public Park Facility, Goal #4 at Stein Park and authorized the Town Manager to enter into the Project Agreement with the State subsequent to federal approval of the project.  

· Authorized the signing of Certificates of Welcome for New Businesses and Certificates of Congratulations for Business Expansions/Renovations for Community Celebration.

· Accepted the proposal of Cove Brook Safety in an amount not to exceed $48,620.09 for the Fire Department Extrication Tool and Air Bags through a Federal FIRE grant.

· Approved an amendment to the Administrative Code, Code of Ethics regarding Conflicts of Interest.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the 2005 Project Canopy Assistance Agreement for the Pittsfield Community Forestry Project.

· Approved an addition to the Traffic Ordinance to prohibit parking on either side of Mill Street or Cottage Street unless necessary for business related functions.

· Approved an Emergency Ordinance for the purchase and financing of a fire truck.  The Fire Department recommended purchasing a 2003 Pierce Dash 1500 GPM Triple Combination Pumper from Pierce Manufacturing Inc. at a price of $285,000.  The Ordinance provided for the financing to be paid by expending $177,000 from the Fire Truck Reserve Account and by borrowing $108,000 under the terms of a lease purchase agreement with All American Investment Group, LLC.

· Adopted a Proclamation for the Mayor to Declare May 2005 as Foster Care Awareness Month in Pittsfield.

· Approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance regarding Signs in the C-1 Town Center District to streamline the section so that it is more user-friendly.

· Approved an amendment to the Personnel Policy, Employee Benefits, to streamline the procedures for pay for Emergency Fire Alarm calls during normal work hours.

· Approved waiving the Bid Policy to Authorize the purchase of a 1986 Ford E-350 utility truck, power snake, line camera and truck stock for the Water and Sewer Departments.

· Accepted the proposal of AD Electric in the amount of $7,664 for Flashing School Zone Signs for School and Henry Streets as part of the Safe Routes to School Project.

· Authorized the transfer of $5,000 from the Sidewalk Reserves for the Town’s Share of the Safe Routes to School Project cash match and $10,000 from the Road Reconstruction Reserve to rebuild a portion of School Street in coordination with the grant work.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute a grant award from the Federal Aviation Administration and Maine Department of Transportation for the Snow Removal Equipment Storage Building at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the 2005-2006 Agreement between the Town of Pittsfield and Maine Central Institute for the Local Access Station and Operation of the Student Run Television Station.  This is the third year of the cooperative relationship between the parties for the use of the public access station to enhance communication in the community.  This has been a fantastic project for the Town, School and most of all for the community with the students learning skills, programs being aired and information being shared on town activities and projects.  

· Authorized the Execution of an Agreement with the Town of Detroit for Pittsfield to provide emergency fire response while Detroit reorganized its Fire Department.

· Accepted the bid of Frank L. Woodworth, Inc. for the Snow Removal Equipment Storage Building project at the Municipal Airport in the amount of $219,385 and Authorized the Town Manager to execute a contract once the grant paperwork was finalized.

· Authorized the expenditure of up to $3,900 from the Theatre Renovation Reserve for Stage Cloth/Materials replacement and/or repair as necessary.

· Accepted the bid of Taylor Network Communications for three years for a monthly amount not to exceed $765.57 and $90.00 per month until the conversion is over for local telephone services and authorized the Town Manager to execute the contract.  The Town Council approved signing a contract for up to 7 years at a lower price if negotiable and this additional approval was implemented. 

· Held a public hearing and approved the $400,000 Business Assistance Grant awarded to the Town through the Department of Economic and Community Development to provide funding to Moosehead Wood Components, Inc. to assist with the purchase of property and the construction of the sales, manufacturing and distribution buildings.  This is a $902,000 investment project for the community and will create at least 20 new jobs.

· Approved the Consent to the Assignment or Transfer of the Cable Television Franchise and Cable System from Adelphia to Time Warner.  Although the Town does not have the authority to actually regulate channel line-ups, the Town Council did request Time Warner to consider changes to the line up which will provide for classic movies and family movies on the basic line-up.

· Approved a Request for Proposals for the Architectural and Engineering Services for the Pittsfield Public Library Expansion and Renovation and Authorized the Town Manager, Library Trustees and Building Committee to seek proposals.  After the bid opening, the proposals were provided to the Library Trustees and/or Library Building Committee for their review and recommendation.

· Accepted a donation of land consisting of .41 acres from Kenneth Cianchette that will compliment the Safe Routes to School Project along Henry Street.  The Town Council  signed a Certificate of Thank You to Kenneth Cianchette for his generous donation.

· Accepted the bid of Central Maine Cleaning in the amount of $4,458 for the remainder of 2005; $10,248 for 2006 and $10,248 for 2007 for Contractual Cleaning Services for the Municipal Building and Pittsfield Public Library.

· Authorized entering an Agreement with the Town of Palmyra for Curbside Recycling through December 31, 2005 while the Planning Study authorized under the Fund for Efficient Delivery of Regional and Local Services is conducted.

· Authorized Certificates of Thank You to Cianbro Corporation and Gilman Electrical Supply for their support and assistance with the new lighting at Veterans’ Park.

· Authorized a Resolution to Support Somerset Economic Development Corporation’s request for $61,000 in the 2005 Somerset County Program Services Budget.

· Authorized the Town Manager to put out to bid miscellaneous Surplus Town Property including old automobiles, cash registers, typewriters, computers and other equipment for which the Town no longer has any use.

· Approved an amendment to the Administrative Code, Regulation of Bids and Contracts to address payment to those vendors owing the Town back taxes, utility bills and loan payments.

· Accepted the bid of Alexander Industrial for the new Horizontal Baler in the amount of $59,580 from the Fund for Efficient Delivery of Regional and Local Services and authorized the Town Manager to Execute a contract.

· Accepted the proposal of Leo St. Peter, Licensed Arborist for the Street Tree Inventory and Urban Forest Maintenance Plan in the amount of $2,250 for Project Canopy and authorized the Town Manager to Execute a Contract.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the Agreement with the State of Maine Governing the Use of Computer Equipment and Software to Administer Maine’s Central Voter Registration System.  The State has provided each town with computer equipment for use in centralized voter registration under the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

· Authorized the transfer of two Tax Acquired Parcels of property off Route #2 and the McCarthy Road after accepting bids totaling $26,006.  The years of outstanding taxes and costs are paid out of the proceeds.

· Approved amendments to the Transfer Station Ordinance to have it match up with the State Law and Department of Environmental Protection Requirements.

· Approved a new E-911 Addressing Ordinance and accepted address changes to meet the recommendations of the Emergency Services Communication Bureau.

· Authorized the Grant-In-Aid Application to the Department of Conservation Bureau of Parks and Lands Snowmobile Program for an estimated project of $17,186.25 to improve the snowmobile trails for the Driftbusters Snowmobile Club.

· Authorized the addition of sidewalk paving for School and Henry Streets to the Town’s Paving Program list of roads for 2005 with Kennebec Paving in the amount of $17,755 with State approval.

· Authorized the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments to appoint a Pine Tree Zone Steering Committee for administration and marketing of the zone.

· Accepted the proposal of David Trask & Son in an amount to not exceed $13,000 for the garage for the Mill Pond Park Project, Land & Water Conversation Fund Grant.

· Accepted the proposal of R.H. Tree Specialists in an amount to not exceed $3,340 to remove or trim several trees.

· Authorized Runyon Kersteen & Ouellette as the Town’s Auditors for the 2005 Audit.

· Approved the use of Master Water Meters instead of Individual Water Meters at Mobile Home Parks.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute a Change Order for the Snow Removal Equipment Storage Building at the Municipal Airport in the amount of $5,450 to be added to the project cost, an amendment to the Contract Documents.

· Accepted the recommendation of the Housing Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Fund Committee for a three year loan in an amount not to exceed $2,022 at 2% interest.

· Proclaimed November 8-15 as Maine Recycles Week for the Town of Pittsfield.

· Accepted the proposal of Taylor Network for a yearly amount not to exceed $0.047/minute for long-distance service for December 1, 2005 to July 1, 2008.

· Authorized the Critical Path Analysis for the Demolition/Removal for 6-8 Library Street with a budget for out of pocket costs at the site to not exceed $5,000.  This is a volunteer effort of a number of local contractors and individuals to remove the duplex on property purchased by the Town for the future home of the Pittsfield Public Library Expansion.

· Approved the acceptance of a Bronze Marker from the Maine State Organization of the Daughters of the American Revolution to mark the Moses Martin Farmstead on the Town Farm.

· Authorized the signing of a Contract with Capital Computers at cost of $2,670.48 for a three-year lease with $1.00 purchase for a new copier and warranty for the Pittsfield Public Library.  

· Authorized the signing of a contract for Code Enforcement Officer and Building Inspector services for the period of January 01 – June 30, 2006 with Stephen Seekins, Inc.

· Endorsed the Pittsfield Municipal Airport Projects originally submitted to the Maine Department of Transportation in July, 2004 for submission to the Federal Aviation Administration for federal funding.

· Accepted all donations made to the Town on behalf of projects for the year.

· Adopted a budget for the 2006 fiscal year that for the first time since 2002 increases the taxes raised by $37,295.  After three zero based budgets and actual decreases in the budget, the Town was unable to continue with more decreases.  The amount of funds raised through taxes for the Municipal Budget is $955,511, which is still less than in 2002 and 2003.  The amount of taxes required for the municipal budget in 2002 was $1,061,947.  The amount in 2003 was $991,789 and for 2004 was $944,962.  The amount in 2005 was $918,216.  From the 2002 budget to the 2006 budget, the amount of taxes raised for municipal services has decreased by $106,436.

We would like to thank all the volunteers who keep our committees/boards and 

projects working to serve the interests of the community.  We are proud of our Town employees who continue to strive to increase productivity and the amount of work completed in this busy community.   Teamwork continues to be the key for the Town’s development and growth while preserving the high quality of life offered by the community.   We are committed to enhancing opportunities for our citizens to work within our Town by providing and promoting a positive economic development program.  Much of the Town’s focus has been upon the achievement of projects listed in the community’s Comprehensive Plan.  There are many great ideas to implement over a multi-year period.  We expect 2006 to continue to provide for more challenges and opportunities.


“No pessimist ever discovered the secrets of the stars or sailed to an uncharted land.”








-Helen Keller


“Some people succeed because they are destined to, but most people because they are determined to.”  






-Author Unknown

Respectfully Submitted by,

Kathryn Ruth

Town Manager
