Airport Goals Meeting on 05/04/2005:

The Town sent out notifications of the Airport Goal Setting Meeting to all abutters of the airport, Fixed Base Operators, owners of hangers at the facility, and airport committee members.  We also placed an ad in the Rolling Thunder and announced the meeting on the web site and at Town Council Meetings.  

The attendance was excellent for a meeting of this type with representatives from all of the major user groups at the facility.    Seven (7) people participated in the facilitated session.  

The facilitators were Sarah Arnold from the State’s Consulting firm Wilbur Smith Associates and MDOT Aviation Planner Jennifer O’Bryon. 

The Town had just completed major renovations at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport with funding and support of the FAA and the MDOT and thanked the State at the meeting for the following:

Airport Easements




$   133,000

Airport Runway Rehab, Lighting and Marking
$2,600,000

Snow Removal Equipment



$   231,000

Starting Safety Enhancements


$   155,000

Starting Snow Removal Equipment Building

$   150,000 - $263,285

With well over $3.2 million dollars of infrastructure improvements at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport we would like to enhance and further develop the use of the site by the Town and region.

The projects and activities that people brought up were divided into the following categories:

Airside:

Repair the apron and fix drainage to the site

Extend the runway

Install a precision approach (lighting system)

Mechanical Gate facility

Landside:

Proper signage to direct people to the airport

Security plan with fencing

Determine usage for the Town’s property around the airport proper and airside

24 hour fueling which will provide for more activity and convenience

Additional hangers/space

Airport Operations and Management:

Maintenance plan to protect the large capital investment made at the airport

Security Plan

Flight Training which encourages more pilots and use of the facility

Vegetation Plan

Wildlife Management

Master Plan Update

Economic Development:

Marketing materials to promote the airport such as brochures

Economic Development Plan for the airport

Promote the airport to new users

Items that are mentioned as part of the Airport Master Plan and Submissions to the State for funding:  Capital

1. Reconstruction of the Apron for access and the Plane tie-downs, estimated at $659,750

2. Vegetation Plan and clearing effort for 11 acres at the end of the runway, estimated at $120,900

3. Additional Safety Projects – Rotating Beacon and other safety projects estimated at $104,300

4. Expansion of the Airport Apron to move tie-downs for safety and provide for a

Helicopter-parking space estimated at $286,000

5. Expansion of Airport Apron for additional hanger space estimated at $168,740

Items that we need to do that have been mentioned during the last year to the Town that we are working toward:  Operational and Maintenance:

1. Maintenance plan for mowing

2. Maintenance plan for repairs to a new runway so that it will last – crack sealing, lining, lights, etc.

3. Replacing old siding on the Town Hanger

4. Formal Economic Development Plan for use of the available space at the airport and development of appropriate areas on airport property

5. Marketing materials for the airport to promote it

6. Signage to direct people to the airport from I-95 and Route #100

7. Encourage people to learn about the airport such as the schools having a field trip at the facility; helicopter rides; etc.

