Town of Pittsfield

112 Somerset Avenue

Pittsfield, Maine  04967 

PH: (207)487-3136     FAX: (207)487-3138

E-mail:  townmanager@pittsfield.org
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Pittsfield:

It is again time to present the Annual Report for the Town of Pittsfield.  This report compiles the Town of Pittsfield’s Municipal services for the operating period of January 01, 2007 - December 31, 2007.  Activity reports from the departments, MSAD #53, and the agencies associated with the Town are contained in this document along with the audit report.


2007 was a very dynamic and productive year for the Town with the accomplishment of many projects and activities on behalf of our citizens.  It was a fast-paced and interesting year.  Many goals were completed and even more projects scheduled.  The Town worked on long-term projects, applied for grant opportunities to upgrade services for our citizens and enhanced programs for our residents and businesses.   Our community continues to grow as more opportunities become available.  If individuals interested in buying or building a new home, buying land or considering locating a business in our community, we welcome you to drop by the Town Office to learn about our services.  We are very proud of our Town.   Many services are available.

Through teamwork, cooperation, and the achievement of common goals, the town government has addressed the following issues:

· Established an ad hoc Committee of seven members for Celebrations Planning for the community.

· Approved the purchase of reflective stickers to be provided to residents for the E-911 project.

· Authorized the Town Council to sign the Expense Warrants upon recommendation of the Finance Committee during the Year 2007.

· Authorized the Town Council to sign the Certificate of Commitment for Sewer User Rates and Water User Rates during the Year 2007.

· Authorized the Town Manager to hire Independent Review(s) and execute all paperwork for Airport Grants for the Year 2007 as necessary in accordance with the Town’s bid policy and/or the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations.

· Waived the bid policy to follow the state Bid Package for Police Cruisers and to accept the bid of Quirk Ford in an amount not to exceed $17,794 for a 2007 Ford Crown Victoria police car.

· Authorized the Request for Proposals for the Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant for Picnic Tables for the Stein Park Renovation Project and authorized the Town Manager to seek proposals.

· Authorized the Request for Proposals for the Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant for Paving the Walking Path for the Stein Park Renovation Project and authorized the Town Manager to seek proposals.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Sign Standard Services Contracts and Standard Goods Contracts in accordance with the Town’s Rules and Regulations for the Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund Project for the Stein Park Renovation project.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the Agreement for Professional Engineering Services for the Vegetation Plan and Permitting at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport with Hoyle Tanner & Associates.

· Approved amendments to Chapter 7. Traffic Ordinance to set a speed limit for Peltoma Avenue and Pooler Road.  

· Waived the bid policy to purchase a 2007 replacement pickup truck for the Public Works Department to not exceed $24,742 from Varney Chevrolet and to authorize the transfer and expenditure of $20,454 from the Public Works Equipment Reserve.

· Dedicated a Council Plaque in Memory of Paul E. “Bud” Susi, Jr., for Town Service commendation.  The plaque was hung on the Council Chambers wall.

· Approved Tax Anticipation borrowing for fiscal year 2007 in an amount not to exceed $650,000 and authorized the Town Manager/Treasurer to prepare and seek competitive proposals for the borrowing.  The Town Council accepted the bid of Bangor Savings Bank at an interest rate of 3.76% per annum.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the first of two (2) 5-year renewal options for an Airport Lease to Robert Hart d/b/a Maine Flight Center.

· Signed Earth Day Proclamations supporting community-wide activities.

· Signed Arbor Day Proclamations supporting community-wide activities.

· Adopted Chapter 19. Emergency Management Ordinance for the Town and adopted an amendment to Chapter 2 Administrative Code to add duties for the Fire Chief as Emergency Management Director.

· Waived the bid policy to encourage regionalism and to execute the Contract for Curbside Pickup of Recyclables with the Town of Palmyra through 03/31/2008.

· Approved the transfer and expenditure of $21,321 from the Sand/Salt Shed Reserve for the costs involved in the Public Works Department building, a 20’ X 30’ replacement Salt Shed.

· Approved the transfer and expenditure of up to $1,400 from the Theatre Capital Reserve for re-pointing/weatherproofing the back of the Community Theatre over the door.

· Accepted the proposal of Great Lakes Specialty Products for $2,887 for the Land & Water Conservation Fund grant for picnic tables for the Stein Park Renovation Project.

· Accepted the proposal of S&G Construction in an amount not to exceed $4,420 for the Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant for the Stein Park Renovation project.

· Signed the Warrant for prosecuting owners of unlicensed dogs including a $25 late fee which may be charged to the names that appear on the warrant as required by State law.

· Approved the appropriation of $110,982 from Unappropriated Surplus to be applied toward the 2007 Tax Commitment, additional State Revenue Sharing received by the Town during the 2006 budget year.

· Prioritized Sewer Projects for the first sewer loan processed by the Town for many years.

· Approved the Request for Proposals for the 2007 Bituminous Paving Program and authorized the Town Manager and Public Works Foreman to seek proposals.  The Town Council accepted the proposal of S&G Construction for Type C mix in an amount to not exceed $92,000.

· Approved an amendment to Chapter 2. Administrative Code to add the Barbara Fendler Memorial Park (Fendler Park).

· Approved the Request for Proposals for the Water Meter Replacement and Automated Meter Reading (AMR) System and authorized the Town Manager and Assistant Water/Sewer Superintendent/Plant Manager to seek proposals pending an engineer’s and/or attorney’s review.  The proposal of Toomey Services was accepted to not exceed $150,000 for the new meters and AMR Drive-by System.

· Authorized the Town Manager and Public Works Foreman to put out to bid the highway road name signs replaced by the E-911 project and to accept best bid.

· Authorized the Filing of an Efficiency Maine Business Program Prescriptive Lighting application for an incentive (rebate) for the Municipal Building.

· Adopted the Proclamation for the Mayor to declare May 2007 as Foster Care Awareness Month.

· Authorized the establishment of the Pittsfield Community Swimming Pool Fund for donations and contributions toward a new swimming pool.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the Agreement for the 2007 Project Canopy Community Forestry Assistance Grant for the Pittsfield Community Project:  The Mill Pond Loop

· Approved the Filing of the Federal Aviation Administration Grant Application for the Pittsfield Municipal Airport Obstruction Removal Runway 1 Approach, Phase 2.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute an agreement with Verizon and/or Central Maine Power Company for attaching Flags to the poles along Somerset Avenue and/or Main Street.

· Authorized the Librarian to put out to bid and/or sale Library equipment, furniture and odds/ends designated by the Library Trustees and Library Building Committee.

· Authorized the filing and acceptance of a Bureau of Highway Safety Grant for the Pittsfield Police Department for 2007 Safety Belt Education and Enforcement.

· Accepted the Community Swimming Pool Conceptual Plan and accepted the Recreation Plan for the Community Swimming Pool Project.

· Authorized the Assistant Treasurer to negotiate the pricing for the Town’s fuel and kerosene for the Town’s buildings for October 1, 2007 to September 30, 2008 which includes joining a cooperative fuel oil and/or kerosene purchase if pricing is competitive.

· Accepted the incentive of up to $2,055 from the Efficiency Maine Business Program and waived the bid policy to accept Tom Chadwick, Inc.’s proposal to not exceed $5,898.64 for fixtures and labor for lighting installations in the Town Office, Police Station and Fire Station (nets out to an estimated $3,843.64).

· Authorized the Town Manager for apply for federal financing assistance under the Land and Water Conservation Fund for the Community Swimming Pool Project and authorized the Town Manager to enter into the Land and Water Conservation Fund Project Agreement with the State subsequent to federal approval of the project.  The Town Council also authorized the required ordinances, resolutions and certifications for the filing of the project.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the 2007-2008 Agreement between the Town of Pittsfield and Maine Central Institute for the Local Access Station and Operation of the Student Run Television Station. 

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign a lease agreement with Mainely Wired for high-speed internet services subject to approval of the Town Attorney.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the Cooperative Agreement with the Maine Department of Transportation for programming for the Pittsfield Municipal Airport in the Airport Capital Improvement Program, current maximum amount of $300,000 with an expiration date of December 31, 2012.

· Authorized the Request for Proposals for the Pinnacle Ski Club Roof Installation and for bids to be sought.  The proposal of Kevin Smith & Sons in an amount not to exceed $11,350 was accepted.

· Authorized the Extension of the Bid Pricing accepted for 2006-2007 for cleaning and emergency work with Walker Industrial Services for 2007 and 2008 cleanings as well as emergency work.  

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the Award Letter for the Safe Routes to School funding for the 2008-09 Biennium for the Department of Transportation depicting the elements of the project and the Town’s intent to continue with the development of the project.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute a grant award from the Federal Aviation Administration and the Department of Transportation for Runway 01 Approach Obstruction Clearing, Phase 2 for the Pittsfield Municipal Airport under the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) in the amount of $158,120.  

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Obstruction Clearing Project with Hoyle Tanner and Associates.

· Amended Chapter 2 Administration Code to add Curtis Field to the Pittsfield Municipal Airport.

· Approved the Pittsfield Municipal Airport Minimum Standards and Procedures for the lease and/or use of Property and Facilities for Aeronautical Activities (Minimum Standards) for Aircraft Hangars.

· Approved the Request for Proposals for Summer Street (including Summer Court) Sewer Separation and authorized the Town Manager and Assistant Water/Sewer Superintendent/Plant Manager to seek proposals.   The proposal of Manter Construction in an amount to not exceed $150,990 for Summer Street and the Stormwater Separation Project and $21,557.03 for S&G Construction for the trench paving of Summer Street.  The project will be paid for by the $150,000 sewer loan; $17,000 from the Sanitary Stormwater Separation Reserve and $5,547.02 from the Road Construction Reserve.

· Accepted the offer of Liberty Propane, LLC d/b/a Mid State Gas Company for Map 11, Lot 70-1 and authorized the Town Manager to execute a quit claim deed.

· Authorized the Town Manager and Recreation Director to seek bids for a new Outdoor Municipal Public Swimming Pool.  The proposal of Custom Pools, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $187,000 for the base bid plus options in the total amount of $203,850 was accepted.  

· Authorized the Town Manager and Public Works Foreman to seek bids for the Removal of Trees and Stumps.   The proposal of Maine Tree and Landscape was accepted in an amount not to exceed $4,070.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the first of two 5-year renewal options for an Airport Lease to Daniel Dyer d/b/a/ Central Maine Skydiving.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the first of two 5-year renewal options for an Airport Lease to John Watson.

· Waived the bid policy and authorized the Town Manager and Assistant Water/Sewer Superintendent to accept the proposal of Veilleux & Company to replace the programmable logic controller at the Detroit Water Treatment Facility due to storm damage.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the Access Agreement for the Brownfields Phase II project at Eelwier Road (now known as Mount Road) for the Phase II assessment activities.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute a lease with Maine Central Institute for The Pinnacle for the period of 09/12/2010 through 09/21/2020 (10 years).

· Approved the Chapter 2B General Assistance Ordinance, Appendices A, B & C for revised maximums for the period of October 1, 2007 to October 1, 2008.

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign the grant-in-aid application to the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands Snowmobile Program for an estimated project of $21,041 to improve the snowmobile trails for the Driftbusters Snowmobile Club.

· Authorized the Assistant Treasurer to place the pricing for the Town’s LP gas for the period of 01/01/2008 – 12/31/2008 for the Town’s buildings out to bid and to accept an offer.

· Proclaimed November 08-15 as Maine Recycles Week for the Town of Pittsfield.

· Approved the bid specifications from Hoyle Tanner & Associates for the Federal Aviation Administration Grant Project:  Runway 01 Approach Obstruction Clearing, Phase 2 at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport.

· Accepted the bid of Quality Contracting Corporation for the Runway 01 Approach Obstruction Clearing, Phase 2 Project at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport in the amount of $99,720 and authorized the Town Manager to sign a contract.

· Authorized the Town Manager and Transfer Station/Recycling Coordinator to seek bids for disposal of Municipal Solid Waste (MWS)/Demolition Debris/Bulky Waste and Tires from the Town’s Transfer Station.  The bid of Penobscot Energy Recovery Corporation in an amount not to exceed $50.00/ton for 2008 with increases for the years 2009 – 2012 was accepted.  

· Adopted the Proclamation for the Mayor to declare November 2007 Adoption Awareness Month.

· Signed Certificates of Thank You for the Presenters at the Project Canopy Community Forum. 

· Authorized end of the year transfers to capital reserves.

· Authorized the Town Manager and Librarian to file a Letter of Intent for the 2008 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Facilities Program.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the Safe Routes to School Project Agreement between the Town of Pittsfield and the Maine Department of Transportation.

· Authorized the acceptance of all cash donations made to the Library Capital Campaign, The Paul E. Bertrand Community Pool Campaign, and the Celebrations Committee; and authorized all expenditure of funds in accordance with Town Rules and Regulations.

· Authorized the transfers of unencumbered appropriation balances for the end of the year.

· Adopted a budget for the 2008 fiscal year that decreased taxes raised from last year’s budget by $37,885.  During the last six (6) budgets, the Town has been fortunate through everyone’s hard work to have had only one budget with a slight increase in taxes, several zero based budgets, and several budgets with actual decreases in the amount of taxes raised.   The amount of funds raised through taxes for the Municipal Budget is $906,748, which is less than in 2002.  The amount of taxes required for the municipal budget in 2002 was $1,061,947.  The amount in 2003 was $991,789, for 2004 was $944,962, for 2005 was $918,216;

In 2006, the amount was $955,511 and for 2007 was $944,633 and then after an additional appropriation due to additional State Revenue Sharing, was $833,741.  From the 2002 budget to the 2007 budget, the amount of taxes raised for municipal services has decreased by $228,206.

We are pleased to thank all the volunteers who keep our committees/boards and 

projects moving forward to serve the interests of the community.  We are proud of our Town employees who continue to strive to increase productivity and the amount of work completed in this busy community.   Teamwork is the key for the Town’s development and growth while preserving the high quality of life offered by the community.   We are committed to enhancing opportunities for our citizens to work within our Town by providing and promoting a positive economic development program.  Much of the Town’s focus has been upon the achievement of projects listed in the community’s Comprehensive Plan.  There are many great ideas to implement over a multi-year period.  We expect 2008 to provide many more challenges and opportunities.


“The greatest results in life are usually attained by simple means and the exercise of ordinary qualities. These may for the most part be summed in these two: common-sense and perseverance.”  Owen Feltham

“If you can imagine it, you can achieve it; if you can dream it, you can become it.” 

William Arthur Ward 

Respectfully Submitted by,

Kathryn Ruth

Town Manager
