
                        Town of Pittsfield


                                        16 Park Street  


                              Pittsfield, Maine  04967-1432

                             PH: (207)487-3136     FAX: (207)487-3138

                               E-mail:  townmanager@pittsfield.org
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Pittsfield:


It is once again time to present the Annual Report for the Town of Pittsfield.  This report compiles the Town of Pittsfield’s Municipal services for the operating period of January 01, 2004 - December 31, 2004.  Activity reports from the departments, MSAD #53, and the agencies associated with the Town are contained in this document along with the audit report.


We are proud to report that another fast-paced and interesting year has come to a close for the Town.  Many goals have been completed and even more projects scheduled.  It was again a very rewarding year for the community as we continue to work on long-term projects, apply for grant opportunities to upgrade services for our citizens and enhance programs for our residents and businesses.   Through teamwork, cooperation, and the achievement of common goals, the town government has addressed the following issues:

· Updated the capital infrastructure at the Pittsfield Community Theatre with the acceptance of the bid of Johnson Controls of Carmel in an amount not to exceed $22,400.  This project replaced the older heating plant at the Theatre.

· Updated police equipment by authorizing the Police Chief to join the Maine Cooperative Bid Program.  The bid of Augusta Chevrolet was accepted in an amount not to exceed $16,680 for a 2004 Chevrolet Impala four (4) door police car.

· Approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to allow beds and breakfasts as a conditional use to be reviewed by the Planning Board.  

· Created a Land Use Definitions Ordinance to consolidate definitions from all of the  Town’s ordinances except the Shoreland Zoning and Floodplain Ordinances which require state and/or federal endorsement.  These will be reviewed at a later date.

· Initiated an Adopt-A-Spot Program for beautification of the community’s public spaces.

· Combined two committees into the Economic Development Team to assist with business recruitment, expansion, and marketing.

· Combined several financial accounts for streamlining.  Placed the Town’s Checking Account Banking services out to bid for a three year period with the bid awarded to Banknorth.

· Met with the Sebasticook Valley Healthy Communities Coalition regarding the OneME Coalition and adopted a resolution to ask Maine’s Federal, State and Local Government Leaders to support the findings of the National Academy of Science’s report titled Reducing Underage Drinking:  A Collective Responsibility.

· Presented a Commendation to Abby Ring, departing Healthy Maine Partners Director of Healthy Living, for all of her assistance with town recreational projects.

· Authorized the yearly Tax Anticipation borrowing for the fiscal year and accepted the proposal of Bangor Savings Bank for a borrowing to not exceed $450,000 at 1.41%.

· Held a Community Recognition Evening for the Town’s boards/committees and community organizations in March of 2004.  Eighty-nine (89) individuals attended to congratulate the winner of the Citizen of the Year Award Frank McGrady and commendations for Marietta Fletcher, Thomas Richardson and Mary Chelberg.  The volunteers heard updates on projects, visited community displays and watched the community video about many volunteer efforts.  It was a great event thanks to all of our community volunteers who participated!

· Endorsed a Proclamation supporting community wide activities for Earth Day in April, 2004.

· Authorized an amendment to add Biomedical Waste Processing Facility to the Land Use Definitions Ordinance.

· Authorized amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to add Day Care Centers to the 

      C-1, C-2 and C-3 Districts.

· Authorized an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to add Call Centers to the C-2 District.

· Authorized an amendment to the Mobile Home Parks Ordinance to clarify the performance standards for private ways.

· Authorized the execution of a contract with the Maine Department of Transportation for a grant award to not exceed $9,000 for a Community Gateway Project.  This award package to enhance the gateway to the downtown included a Welcome to Pittsfield Sign and improvements to Hathorn Park for an information kiosk and welcome area.

· Participated in the state-wide recycling effort for the sale of composters in the community to increase composting yardage and to emphasize Earth Day and Arbor Day for the months of April – June, 2004.

· Adopted a Proclamation to declare May, 2004 as Foster Care Awareness Month.

· Authorized the execution of a Project Agreement between the Maine Department of Transportation and the Town regarding the Reconstruction of Phillips Corner Road, a State Aid Minor Collector Project in the Rural Road Initiative Program (RRI).

· Authorized the Town’s share of a capital project for the Rural Road Initiative Program project and the borrowing of up to $78,200 to pay and reimburse costs of the Philips Corner Road Project.  This is the Town’s share for a grant program with the Maine Department of Transportation for a project that will not exceed $236,775.

· Endorsed a letter of thank you to Ryan and Thomas Fendler for their wonderful gift of property of two (2) acres of shoreline along Mill Pond off Sebasticook Street.

· Endorsed the Mill Pond Task Force Committee’s Report detailing a Vision for the enhancement of Mill Pond.  This report included a timetable and various phases that will be brought back to the Town Council as projects are planned.

· Authorized additional projects at the Airport within the 2003 Federal Aviation Administration Grant for the Reconstruct, Mark and Light Runway 1-19 Grant Project.  The projects will rehabilitate the existing Airport Rotating Beacon including the installation of reconditioned beacon, new obstruction lights and electrical service.

· Accepted the proposal of Pike Industries of Fairfield in an amount not to exceed $101,235.40 for the 2004 Bituminous Paving Program.  This included paving on the following roads:  Peltoma Avenue; Bates Street; Llewellyn Street; Higgins Road; and Elm Street.

· Accepted the bid of Hammond Tractor of Fairfield in an amount not to exceed $6,128 for the purchase of a John Deere tractor with a 44’ deck for the Town’s cemeteries.

· Authorized the filing of a Community Development Block Grant Program Application/Business Assistance Program in the amount of $400,000 for Walpole Woodworkers, Inc.  The application was successful with an award of the full $400,000 made by the Department of Economic and Community Development to the Town.  The team effort of the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments, Somerset Economic Development Corporation, Walpole Woodworkers, Inc. and the Town of Pittsfield worked well resulting in the purchase and outfitting of a large vacant warehouse.  This facility will be used for manufacturing and warehousing for an expansion of Walpole’s operation in the Industrial Park, bringing in operations from outside of the State of Maine.  This project will result in an additional 40 jobs for the community.

· Approved the grant award for a $35,000 project for the Safe Routes to School Program with the Maine Department of Transportation and authorized the execution of the Safe Routes to School Project Agreement between the Maine Department of Transportation and Municipality of Pittsfield regarding the sidewalk construction and flashing school zone lights on School Street and Henry Street.

· Authorized the filing of a Land and Water Conservation Fund Project with the Maine Department of Conservation for the development of the Mill Pond Project, Public Park, off Sebasticook Street as part of the Mill Pond Vision.

· Authorized the addition of tree-cutting mitigation as part of the 2003 Federal Aviation Administration Grant for the Reconstruct, Mark and Light Runway 1-19 Grant Project at the Pittsfield Municipal Airport.

· Endorsed an Agreement with the Maine Department of Transportation for cost sharing on the paving of the Spring Road from the Weeks Road to the State Garage which provided for the road to be paved with a considerable cost savings.

· Authorized the Discharge of Mortgage and Promissory Notes from the Pittsfield Development Corporation for the Speculation Building in the Industrial Park and wrote off $10,540 from the original loan with the State of Maine in 1991.  This action allowed the sale of the property to go forward and the Speculation Building to be developed.

· Accepted the bid of P.R. Russell, Inc. of Richmond in an amount not to exceed $11.75 per ton to chip wood debris at the Transfer Station/Recycling Center.

· Executed a Resolution regarding Property Tax Relief to declare the intent of the Town of Pittsfield to dedicate funds made available to the school district as a result of the passage of Referendum Question #1 to property tax rate reduction and related purposes.

· Executed a Resolution expressing opposition to the 1% Tax cap (limited property taxes to 1% of the assessed value of the property) also known as the Palesky Tax Cap Proposal which appeared on the November, 2004 ballot.

· Authorized the second year of the Agreement between the Town of Pittsfield and Maine Central Institute for the Local Access Station and Operation of the Student Run Television Station.  This has been a fantastic project for the Town, School and most of all of the community with the students learning skills, programs being aired and information being shared on town activities and projects.  It is a great communication enhancement.

· Accepted the bid of D.L. Thurrott from Waterville in the amount of $37,218 for a Breathing Air Compressor and Cascade System as part of the Federal FIRE Grant Award which the Fire Department received.

· Adopted a revised and streamlined Business Licenses and Permits Ordinance to make the process and cost of obtaining permits more user-friendly.  

· Reviewed and endorsed the Twenty (20) year Highway Paving Priority List; Gravel Roads Priority List; Sidewalk Rehabilitation Priority List; and the Crack Sealing Priority List for use in planning yearly Summer Highway Programs as funding becomes available.

· Approved the renewal of the cable franchise agreement for a five (5) year period with FrontierVision Operating Partners, LP d/b/a Adelphia Cable Communications after public hearing.

· Presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Sebasticook Valley Hospital’s Volunteers for their initiative in coming forward to officially adopt the first public spot in the Community Adopt-A-Spot Program.

· Accepted the proposal of Higgins Tree Service in an amount not to exceed $3,850 for the 2004 Removal of Trees and Stumps.

· Authorized the Water/Sewer Department to expend up to $14,835 for paving with Kennebec Paving to repair a number of locations where sewer and water mains were repaired or replaced.

· Presented an Achievement Award to Sgt. Timothy Roussin for 20 years of dedicated service to the Town of Pittsfield which included a plaque and certificate.

· Approved the Pittsfield Water Works Terms and Conditions to update the older rates for additional work that had been used for years with current costs for service.

· Approved a capital expenditure and borrowing not to exceed $155,000 to pay and reimburse costs of the Airport Safety Enhancements considered as grant amendments to the Federal Aviation Administration Reconstruct, Mark and Light Runway 1-19 grant project and to issue bonds and/or notes to not exceed $155,000.

· Adopted a budget for the 2005 fiscal year which for the third time in a row decreased the amount of taxes required to be raised for municipal services.  The amount of taxes required for the municipal budget in 2002 was $1,061,947.  The amount in 2003 was $991,789 and for 2004 was $944,962.  The amount in 2005 was $918,216.  From the 2002 budget to the 2005 budget, the amount of taxes raised for municipal services has decreased by $143,731.


Teamwork continues to be the key for the Town’s development and growth while preserving the high quality of life offered by the community.   We are committed to enhancing opportunities for our citizens to work within our community by providing and promoting a positive economic development program.  We are very proud of our municipal employees who continue to strive to increase workflow and productivity, to add projects to busy workloads, to obtain grant funding, and to continue to strive to make this community an even better place to live.


Much of the Town’s focus has been upon the achievement of projects listed in the community’s Comprehensive Plan.  There are many great ideas which can be implemented over a multi-year period.  2004 was an even busier year and we expect 2005 to continue to provide for more challenges and opportunities.


“The greatest thing in the world is not so much where we are, but in what direction we are moving.” 







– Oliver Wendell Holmes


“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm.”  – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Respectfully Submitted by,

Kathryn Ruth

Town Manager


