TOWN OF PITTSFIELD

PRE-AWARD COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

NOTICE DATE:  JULY 15, 2008 – AUGUST 15, 2008

The Town of Pittsfield submitted a Brownfields Cleanup Grant Application for the Eelweir Road Site located at 10 Eelweir Road (now known as 8 Mount Road) to the Environmental Protection Agency.

This Site is the location of a former printing business. The Site was abandoned in the mid-1990s and the Town acquired the property in 1997 for non-payment of 1995 taxes. The Site is a 0.87-acre property located in a Corridor Development Overlay District targeted for growth. The existing structure on the Site was constructed in 1950. The Site was used as a retail furniture showroom between 1955 and approximately 1986. In the late 1980s, the Site was occupied by a tanning bed manufacturer and retailer. From the late 1980s through the early or mid-1990s, the Site was occupied by a printing company. Prior to 1981, the Site parcel was larger and encompassed the abutting residential lot to the west. In 1981 the lot was divided, creating two separate parcels. The Site contains a single vacant wood-framed building, portions of which have collapsed and are unsafe. Obvious indicators of contamination at the Site include the presence of potential asbestos-containing siding and abandoned 55-gallon drums of waste material inside the building. An ASTM Phase I Assessment has been conducted and a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) was initiated in September, 2007. Heavy metals, petroleum related compounds and asbestos were identified.

This property has been identified for cleanup so that it can be sold for economic development purposes. With nearly every lot in the Pittsfield Industrial Park developed or under commission and the downtown filled, the Town has identified this Town-owned site on a major transportation route for sale. In 1997 the Town’s new Comprehensive Plan established a Corridor Development Overlay District. As the Town develops, businesses are locating further from the town center. The Town has been unable to sell the property due to environmental hazards at the site and seeks to have this blighted site cleaned up. The site is along a busy route into the community and is highly visible, so if cleaned up, it would provide an opportunity for a business needing exposure along a major transportation route. It would also greatly enhance the commercial/residential area by providing a better and safer neighborhood as well as better protecting the environment.

The budget for this project has been developed assuming the Site will be redeveloped for economic development purposes to include a business or a residence based business. The proposed cleanup budget will be used to conduct soil hot-spot removal and removal of asbestos containing materials. The proposed cleanup budget does not include costs associated with demolition of the building as we will be applying for further funding opportunities.
At the regularly scheduled Council Meeting on July 15, 2008 beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the Pittsfield Municipal Building Meeting Room, the Town will conduct a comprehensive review of this grant opportunity and proposed workplan.  All are cordially invited to attend and comment on the project. 

The Town will hold quarterly community involvement meetings to inform concerned citizens about the project. We will post meeting materials and project updates on our Town website and notify neighboring residents of upcoming Site work via mailings.

The Town looks to maximize grant opportunities to improve the local tax base, assist in creating and retaining jobs, re-using infrastructure and improving our sustainable neighborhoods.  

Copies of the grant application and work plan may be accessed at www.pittsfield.org.

Public comments can be mailed or faxed to the Town of Pittsfield, Att:  Kathryn Ruth, Town 

Manager, 112 Somerset Avenue, Pittsfield, ME  04967 (fax #:  1-207-487-3138) or e-mailed to townmanger@pittsfield.org by August 15, 2008.

