Town of Pittsfield

112 Somerset Avenue

Pittsfield, Maine  04967 

PH: (207)487-3136     FAX: (207)487-3138

E-mail:  townmanager@pittsfield.org
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Pittsfield:


It is again time to present the Annual Report for the Town of Pittsfield.  This report compiles the Town of Pittsfield’s Municipal services for the operating period of January 01, 

2006 - December 31, 2006.  Activity reports from the departments, MSAD #53, and the agencies associated with the Town are contained in this document along with the audit report.


The Town was once again quite busy with productive projects and activities on behalf of its citizens.  It was a fast-paced and interesting year for the Town.  Many goals were completed and even more projects scheduled.  It was a very rewarding year as we continued to work on long-term projects, applied for grant opportunities to upgrade services for our citizens and enhanced programs for our residents and businesses.   Our Town is growing as more opportunities become available.  Anyone buying or building a new home, buying land or considering locating a business in our community is welcome to drop by the Town Office to learn about our services.  We are proud of our Town.   It is a beautiful community with much to offer.

Through teamwork, cooperation, and the achievement of common goals, the town government has addressed the following issues:

· Authorized the Police Chief to join the Maine Cooperative Bid Program and to Accept the bid of Augusta Ford in an amount not to exceed $21,430 for a 2006 Ford P71 Crown Victoria 4-door police car.

· Appointed Karen Hanson-Brown as Animal Control Officer for an one (1) year term through 12/31/2006 and approved an one (1) year contract through 12/31/2006.

· Authorized the Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer to seek quotes and invest the Public Library Centennial Funds during 2006 and to approve Certifications of Resolution(s) for the investments in 2006.

· Endorsed the Library Building Committee’s selection process for an Architect for the Pittsfield Public Library Renovation and Expansion Project.  

· Authorized the signing of the Certificates of Commitment for Sewer User Rates and Water User Rates during the Year 2006.

· Authorized the Signing of Expense Warrants upon recommendation of the Finance Committee for the Year 2006.

· Approved a First Amendment to the Airport Land Lease and Rights Agreement for the Cianbro Corporation.

· Authorized the Town Manager and Assistant Treasurer to accept best offers for the Town’s surplus discarded computer equipment.

· Signed the Warrant for prosecuting owners of unlicensed dogs as required by State Law. 

· Approved the rezoning of the land area from Waverly Avenue north to the Palmyra Town line and from Hartland Avenue to Douglas Pond to change the zoning from Shoreland Resource Protection and Shoreland Limited Residential to Shoreland Limited Commercial Zone.

· Approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance addressing signs to streamline the regulations for clarity.

· Approved an addition to the Zoning Ordinance regarding Mobile Homes Parks to address street setbacks and side and rear lines as well as to decrease the space between mobile homes.

· Approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to address lot coverage restrictions in the C-2 and C-3 zones.   

· Approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to add Mixed-Use Complexes for commercial development.

· Approved Tax Anticipation borrowing for fiscal year 2006 and authorized the Town Manager/Treasurer to prepare and seek competitive proposals.  Bangor Savings Bank’s bid at an interest rate of 3.72% was accepted for an $800,000 Tax Anticipation Note.

· Approved the New, LLC Municipal Development District and Tax Increment Financing District and adopted a Development Program for the District.  This included an amendment to the Industrial Park Tax Increment Financing District.

· Accepted the bid of Varney Ford to provide a new truck for the Water/Sewer Department and authorized the lease-purchase of a 2006 Ford F-350 truck with plow at a price of $29,469 and appropriated that sum.

· Ratified an Agreement between the Town of Pittsfield and the Pittsfield Police Association Affiliated with the Maine Association of Police covering the period of 01/01/2006 through 12/31/2008.

· Accepted the proposal of Robert Penley Co. of Holden in the amount of $4,638 for a new server for the Town Office computer system.  

· Accepted the proposal of New England Shipping Solutions of Portland in the amount of $96.29 a month plus maintenance and insurance for a new updated postage meter and scales.

· Signed the Earth Day Proclamation supporting Community-wide activities.

· Signed the Arbor Day Proclamation supporting community-wide activities.

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign the first five (5) year lease option pursuant to the 05/09/1999 Lease Agreement with the Lee Doncett Post #9955 Veterans of Foreign Wars for the VFW Lot containing 2.5 acres, more or less, and being part of the property owned by the Town of Pittsfield on the easterly side of Peltoma Avenue.

· Accepted a bid for the sale of the 1974 Fire Pumper/Tanker and transferred the funds realized from the sale to the Fire Equipment Reserve.

· Executed an one (1) year option to renew the Contract for Curbside Pickup of Recyclables with the Town of Palmyra through 03/31/2007 with the same conditions and terms.

· Authorized the Town Manager to submit requests for the MDOT Biennial Capital Work Plan for Fiscal Years 2008-2009.

· Authorize the Town Manager and Assistant Treasurer to seek bids to purchase clothing for the Highway, Transfer Station/Recycling and Water/Sewer Departments.

· Signed an Opinion on LD #1660 which if implemented will reduce the Town’s valuation and revenue from taxation.

· Approved the Library’s Request for Proposals and process for hiring an Architect for the Expansion and Restoration of the Pittsfield Public Library and then authorized the Town Manager to execute the contract between the Town of Pittsfield and Reed & Co. Architecture for Additions and Alterations to the Pittsfield Public Library.

· Accepted the proposal of Kennebec Paving of Canaan for Type C Mix in an amount not to exceed $92,000 for the 2006 Bituminous Paving Program by reducing the number of roads to be paved as necessary and paving 85’ of Harriet Street as a Highway Maintenance project. 

· Approved the bid of UniFirst and the prices stated in the bid proposals for the purchase of uniforms for the highway, recycling/transfer station and water/sewer departments.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the Letter of Intent for the Household Hazardous Waste Collection project sponsored by the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments, Town of Pittsfield and Town of Skowhegan.

· Signed Certificates of Thank You for the Presenters at the Project Canopy Community Forum – Celebrate Pittsfield:  Leo St. Peter, Licensed Arborist and Tom Roberts, Snakeroot Organic Farm.  

· Adopted a Proclamation to declare May, 2006 as Foster Care Awareness Month in Pittsfield.

· Signed Certificates of Thank You to the many contractors, companies and individuals who donated time and energies on the removal of 6-8 Library Street making way for the future home of the Pittsfield Public Library Restoration and Expansion Project.

· Waived the Bid Policy to Authorize the Town Manager and Public Works Foreman to purchase gasoline and/or diesel for the Town Fuel Tanks up to $5,000 at a time for efficiency and effectiveness.

· Approved street name changes for E-911 to follow the State of Maine E-911 Recommended Procedures for Implementation.

· Re-codified the Pittsfield Public Library Policies.

· Accepted the Summer Library Nutrition Education Grant and authorized the Town Manager to execute the necessary paperwork.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute the necessary paperwork with a licensed operator for the Wastewater Treatment Facility and/or Water System on an as needed basis.

· Amended the Zoning Ordinance to allow Planned Residential Developments in various zones in Town.

· Approved the Request for Proposals for Chipping wood debris at the Transfer Station/Recycling Center and authorized the Town Manager and Recycling Coordinator to put this work out to bid on an as needed basis and to accept the low qualified bidder.

· Approved the quote of Hammond Tractor and the price of $6,248 for the purchase of a new garden tractor for the Cemetery Department.

· Amended the Business Licenses and Permits Ordinance to add a requirement for Junk Dealers and Second-Hand Dealers.

· Accepted the proposal of Merrill Bank at an interest rate of  4.168% for borrowing $78,200 in General Obligation Bonds for the Town’s share of a Rural Road Initiative Project for the Phillips Corner Road.

· Authorized a letter of intent for participation for the MDOT 2008-2009 Capital Work Plan for the Rural Road Initiative Program which requires a municipal match of 33% for improvements on state-aid minor collector highways.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Execute the 2006-2007 Agreement between the Town of Pittsfield and Maine Central Institute for the Local Access Station and Operation of the Student Run Television Station. 

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute a Technical Services Agreement with Sackett & Brake Survey, Inc. to conduct the survey for the Pittsfield Library Renovation and Expansion Project in an amount to not exceed $1,000.

· Authorized the Assistant Treasurer to negotiate the pricing for the Town’s fuel oil and kerosene for the Town Buildings for the period of 11/2006 – 12/2007 which included joining a cooperative fuel oil and/or kerosene purchase if pricing is competitive.  

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute a grant award from the Federal Aviation Administration and the Maine Department of Transportation for the Vegetation Management Plan and Permit applications for the Pittsfield Municipal Airport under Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Project.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Sign the Credit Enhancement Agreement for the New, LLC Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District Development Program approved by the State of Maine.

· Accepted the proposal of Leo St. Peter of Waterville in an amount not to exceed $3,340 for the 2006 Removal of Trees and Stumps.

· Authorized the Town Manager to Sign a Two Year Contract for Snowplowing with S&G Construction with a yearly cost of $69,400 for each of the two years after waiving the Regulation of Bid and Contracts.

· Authorized the Town Manager and Assistant Water/Sewer Superintendent to accept the proposal for Veilleux & Company to upgrade the Wastewater Treatment Facility after waiving the Regulation of Bid and Contracts. 

· Adopted the Somerset County Multi-jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan.

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign the application for the Maine State Library New Century Community Program for the Public Library Nutrition and Construction Program.

· Signed a Certificate of Thank You to General Electric on the upgrade to the Town’s fire alarm system at the Pittsfield Community Theatre.  

· Accepted bids for the sale of the used balers at the Transfer Station/Recycling Center and transferred the funds received to the Recycling Reserve.

· Authorized the Water Meter Upgrade Project to purchase and install Meter and AMR equipment to standardize meters for a more efficient and effective water reading system and the borrowing of up to $15,000 of General Obligation Bonds.

· Authorized the Repair and/or Replacement of Sewer Mains and Manholes and the borrowing of up to $150,000 of General Obligation Bonds.

· Approved a complete update of the old Town service fee schedules as some fees dated back to the 1970’s with the new fees to cover the cost of provision of services.

· Accepted the proposal of Leavitt & Boucher Equipment of Dover, NH in an amount not to exceed $11,450 for the purchase of two (2) 50 Cubic Yard Open Top Waste Transporter Dumpsters.

· Authorized the Town Manager to sign the grant-in-aid application to the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands Snowmobile Program for an estimated project of $19,040 to improve the snowmobile trails for the Driftbusters Snowmobile Club.

· Authorized the Assistant Treasurer to place the pricing for the Town’s LP gas for the period of 01/01/2007 – 12/31/2007 for the Town’s buildings out to bid and to accept an offer.

· Authorized the Police Department to participate in the underage drinking program for Somerset County.

· Authorized the Town Manager to execute a contract for the MainePower Options for Electricity for the Town’s Medium and/or Large rate classes as necessary.

· Re-affirmed that Political Signs are not allowed on Town Building Properties and Parks. 

· Approved the updated Appendices to the General Assistance Ordinance to reflect the revised Maximums for the period of October 1, 2006 to October 1, 2007.

· Accepted the bid of TD Banknorth to provide the financing of $300,000 for the Water Meter Upgrade and the Replacement of Sewer Mains and Manholes Project at an interest rate of 4.99%.

· Signed a Resolve that the Town Council Opposes the Passage of the Proposed State Law Entitled Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TABOR).

· Proclaimed November 08-15 as Maine Recycles Week for the Town of Pittsfield.

· Accepted the proposal of Walker Industrial Services of Skowhegan in an amount not to exceed $6,500 for Sewer Maintenance and $272.50 per hour for Emergency Calls.

· Approved the photocopier lease bid proposal to TRANSCO Business Technologies of Augusta in an amount not to exceed $126.89 per month for 60 months.  

· In November, appointed Louise Baker as District #4 Councilor earlier than her term beginning January 1, 2007 to fill a vacancy on the Town Council.

· Authorized the transfers of unencumbered appropriation balances for the end of the year.

· Renamed the Library Windows Restoration and Library Elevator Accounts as the Library Renovation and Expansion Project Reserve.

· Declared the purpose of the Town Building Demolition/Removal Reserve as accomplished and transferred the remainder in the account to the Library Renovation and Expansion Project Reserve.

· Exercised the Option to purchase two (2) 50 Cubic Yard Open Top Waste Transporter Dumpsters from Leavitt & Boucher Equipment, LLC through Accurate at a price of $5,725 each and transferred that amount from the Recycling Reserve to pay for the purchase.

· Accepted the proposal of RHR Smith & Company of Buxton in the amount of $11,100       for the 2006 Audit and approved the firm as the external auditor for the Town’s 2006 audit.

· Adopted a budget for the 2007 fiscal year that decreased taxes raised from last year’s budget by $10,878.  During the last five (5) budgets, the Town has been fortunate through everyone’s hard work to have had only one budget with a slight increase in taxes, several zero based budgets and budgets with actual decreases in the amount of taxes raised.   The amount of funds raised through taxes for the Municipal Budget is $944,633, which is less than in 2002.  The amount of taxes required for the municipal budget in 2002 was $1,061,947.  The amount in 2003 was $991,789, for 2004 was $944,962, for 2005 was $918,216 and in 2006 was $955,511.  From the 2002 budget to the 2007 budget, the amount of taxes raised for municipal services has decreased by $117,314.

We would like to thank all the volunteers who keep our committees/boards and 

projects working to serve the interests of the community.  We are proud of our Town employees who continue to strive to increase productivity and the amount of work completed in this busy community.   Teamwork continues to be the key for the Town’s development and growth while preserving the high quality of life offered by the community.   We are committed to enhancing opportunities for our citizens to work within our Town by providing and promoting a positive economic development program.  Much of the Town’s focus has been upon the achievement of projects listed in the community’s Comprehensive Plan.  There are many great ideas to implement over a multi-year period.  We expect 2007 to continue to provide for more challenges and opportunities.


‘Success is not measured by what an individual accomplishes but by the opposition  overcome and the courage with which they have maintained the struggle against overwhelming odds.”








-Orison Swett Marden

Respectfully Submitted by,

Kathryn Ruth

Town Manager
