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TOWN OF PITTSFIELD

Recycling & Solid Waste Factoids

RECYCLING

General
· It is estimated that 9 jobs are created for every 15,000 tons of solid waste recycled into a new product, and 7 jobs for the same amount of yard waste composted. This is compared to only 2 jobs for every 15,000 tons incinerated, and just 1 job for every 15,000 tons sent to landfills. (Institute for Local Self-Reliance.) 

· There are over 7,500 recycling programs, and 3,000 yard waste composting programs in the U.S. 

Aluminum Cans
· Every minute an average of 113,204 aluminum beverage cans are recycled. 

· The American public throws away enough aluminum to rebuild the entire US commercial air fleet every 3 months. 

· If the Pilgrims had used aluminum cans at the first Thanksgiving, the cans would still be around. 

· Recycling aluminum reduces energy use by 90%. 

· Energy saved from recycling one aluminum can will run a TV for 3 hours. 

· Recycling one aluminum can saves the energy equivalent of one cup of gasoline. 

· Recycling aluminum reduces air pollution by 95%. 

· Each pound of aluminum makes 32 cans. 

Paper
· Recycling 1 ton of paper saves 17 trees and 7,000 gallons of water. 

· Every ton of paper recycled saves 380 gallons of oil. 

· Recycling paper reduces air pollution by 74% and water pollution by 35%. 

· The typical office worker throws away 180 pounds of high-grade recyclable paper every year. 

· Americans use more than 67 million tons of paper per year, or 580 pounds per person. 

· Paper products use up at least 35% of the worlds commercial wood harvest. 

· More than 1/3 of all fiber used to make paper comes from recycled paper. 

· America's daily use of computer paper could go around the world 40 times. 

· It takes more than 500,000 trees to make the newspapers Americans use in one Sunday. 

Steel
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The steel industry recycles nearly 19 billion steel cans into new products each year - about 600 cans recycled every second! 

· Annually, enough energy is saved by recycling steel to supply the city of Los Angeles with almost a decade’s worth of electricity. 

· It is estimated that if all aerosol cans were recycled in North America, there would be enough steel to make 160,000 new cars. 

· Recycling one pound of steel saves enough energy to light a 60 watt light bulb for 26 hours. 

· Recycling one ton of steel saves 2500 pounds of iron ore, 1000 pounds of coal and 40 pounds of limestone. 

· Recycling steel saves 40% of water used to make steel from ores. 

· Recycling steel reduces air pollution by 86% and water pollution by 76%. 

· Steel cans take 80-100 years to decompose. 

Glass
· The energy saved from recycling one glass bottle will operate a 100-watt light bulb for four hours. 
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Recycling one ton of glass saves the equivalent of nine gallons of fuel oil. 

· Recycling glass reduces air pollution by 14-20%. 

· Recycling glass saves 25-30% of the energy used to make glass from virgin materials. 

· Since glass is does not break down, a bottle thrown in a landfill today would still be around in the year 3000. 

· Approximately 41 billion glass containers are produced in the United States each year. 

· Each glass container produced in the US contains, on the average, 30% recycled glass. 

Plastic
· It takes 5 recycled 2-liter PET bottles to make one square foot of carpet. 

· PET bottles and containers are actually a form of polyester, which is why it is so easy to recycle bottles into T-shirts, sweaters, and socks. 

· It takes 35 2-liter recycled PET bottles to make the soft filling inside a sleeping bag, called "fiberfill." 

· About 1,200 soda bottles could carpet the average living room. 

· Plastic makes up eight percent of our trash by weight, but is 24% of the volume! 


WASTE REDUCTION

General
· Maine residents and visitors generate over one and a half million tons of trash every year. 

· The U.S. generates approximately 208 million tons of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) per year; that's 4.3 pounds per person per day. 

· Packaging makes up about 1/3 (by weight) of household trash and about 10% of the price of food. 

· Each year Americans throw away 25 trillion polystyrene cups. 

· For each bag of garbage we take to the curb, industry creates the equivalent of 71 bags of waste. 

Unwanted Mail
· Americans receive almost 4 million tons of unwanted mail per year. 

· About 44% of unwanted mail is never opened. 

· Every person in the U.S. receives the equivalent of one and a half trees per year in unwanted mail. 
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COMPOSTING

· About 1/4 to 1/3 of the waste stream, by weight, is organic waste, like food, leaves, and grass. 

· Nationwide, leaves and yard trimmings amount to approximately 28 million tons (or 13.4 %) of the waste stream. 

· Each year, the average person creates about 360 pounds of food and yard waste. 

· One cubic yard of leaves = approximately 200-250 pounds 

· One cubic yard of grass = approximately 350-400 pounds 

· 27% of all food produced in North America is wasted.

CREDITS: These facts compiled by MIT engineering study 2002: EPA smart facts 2003; Pittsfield recycling committee 2000
