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MINUTES 
 

For a regular meeting of the Pittsfield Town Council held on Tuesday, August 15, 2017 at 6:30 
pm in the Council Chambers. 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILORS: Robert Stackhouse, Michael Cianchette, Scott Strom, Timothy 
Nichols, Howard Margolskee, Heather Donahue and Marie Manning. ABSENT: None.  Also 
present: Town Manager Kathryn Ruth. Town Clerk Nicole Nickolan. Audience members 
included Don Hallenbeck, Tom Mourmouras, Ethan Beach, Peter Logiodice IV and Peter 
Logiodice V. 
 
1.  Mayor Stackhouse opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Council observed a moment of silence. 
 
2. Adoption of minutes of the regular meeting held on July 18, 2017. 
 

Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Margolskee that the minutes 
of the meeting held on July 18, 2017 be adopted. 
 

 VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

3. PRESENTATIONS, CONGRATULATIONS AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
  

Community and Economic Development Activities and Events 
 
Events being planned: 
BikeMaine Event in Pittsfield on Sunday, September 10 and Monday, September 11, 2017 at 
Manson Park and downtown locations 

 
Report on New Business Activity & Opportunities in Pittsfield: 
 
A.  General: 
 
We have several new Business Certificates:  We have multiple new businesses and 
businesses opening in different locations: 
 
Big Bill’s operated by Nancy Monteyro, resident of Grant Road here in Town, opened on 
Monday, 08/14/2017, a bit before originally planned.  Once Big Bill’s is up and going, the 
next project is a bakery.  A bakery has been listed in the Comprehensive Plan as a desirable 
addition to the Town. Nancy’s overall business entity is called  
POPonOVERS. 
 
Dunkin Donuts is scheduled to open on Thursday, 08/17/2017 which will make many people 
very happy. 
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The Grand Opening of the New Cianbro Institute will be held on Thursday, 08/17/2017 from 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm at 129 Hunnewell Avenue. This is Cianbro’s new Training and Wellness 
Facility with simulated work environments. 

 
A few private sector business activities remain under review and small projects continue to 
be underway. To address the few remaining available small locations, additional promotional 
pieces beyond our regular promotion of available properties had been provided to economic 
and community development resources and sites.  We have received inquiries about industrial 
park buildings owned by the Town and have provided information on the GE Building that is 
now available.  Other inquiries have been received regarding the available industrial park 
lots.  Most inquiries received this summer for industrial park lots need much larger parcels, 
therefore, we have provided information on private sector opportunities. 

 
The Town has received a number of new inquiries about available buildings in Town and 
provided information and assistance to business representatives collecting information on 
potential sites for their business or client.  Some of the inquiries were from our website 
marketing materials while others were from the economic development information that we 
sent out on the internet.  Still other inquiries were from advertising conducted on behalf of 
the property owners by their real estate agent or themselves.   

 
For the UTC Factory, please see the lengthy history in prior meeting minutes.  The property 
has been acquired by a developer who is located in Southern Maine.  The property is being 
marketed by The Dunham Group for lease opportunities.  The Town has contacted the Lead 
Generation company to discuss the project and future direction as the building is now owned 
by a developer.  RCI is working on leads.   

 
The Dunkin Donuts’ restaurant received its Planning Board Site Plan Review approval on 
Monday, 02/08/2016.  The Traffic Movement Permit was officially issued by MDOT and 
received by the Town later in 02/2016.  The DEP Permit for the transfer of Somerset Plaza 
from Apple Mountain LLC to Dana Cassidy, the current owner, was received.  The developer 
and the Plaza owner continue to work on this project.  The plans have been received for the 
building and reviewed by the third-party inspector.  The contractor has been hired and we 
have been advised that the company will hire local subcontractors. The construction company 
has contacted the Town to start the sewer hookup process.  On 09/01/2016, the Town 
received a copy of the DEP Site Location Permit for the project to proceed forward to 
construction. The Town has been advised that bids are being sought on the project.  The 
Dunkin Donuts project began at the Plaza on 10/11/2016.  Site work is underway.  The 
restaurant was to be built over the winter.  The construction is now scheduled with the facility 
to open in late Spring 2017.  The Town was advised that once the project starts up, it will be 
completed quickly.  The ground work stated in early May 2017.  The project should be open 
in early 2017 as the building work is moving quickly.  We are looking to an opening in 
August 2017 as MDOT has requested that the off-site work take place.  The Town receives 
comments every day about when Dunkin will be open! 

 

Cianbro Corporation officially purchased the Tech Center on Thursday, 02/18/2016 from the 
Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation.  The building is under renovation inside as the 
building is to be tailored to Cianbro’s needs.  Cianbro has advised that now that they have 
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completed their new Southern Maine location where they have a tenant that needed 
occupancy, that the company will be back working on the Tech Center.  There has been some 
recent activity in the building. Mechanical work has been taking place in the facility over a 
multi-week period.  Cianbro’s plans for the facility to be their company-wide training center 
are now underway.  Major renovations are definitely taking place at the site!  The Grand 
Opening of the new CIANBRO Institute is August 17, 2017.  A number of Town Councilors 
are attending the session or part thereof. 

 

Cianbro Corporation’s Pittsfield Solar, a 9.9 Megawatt Solar Array Farm received Site Plan 
Review approval at the 03/14/2016 Planning Board Meeting.  This is the first approval in a 
number of approvals required for the project to be built.  This project is currently going 
through the CMP review process and discussions.  The project is under development 
planning and moving forward.  We have heard of good progress and more land is being 
purchased.  Updates and meetings have started up in 03/2017.  Cianbro is in hopes that the 
project will move forward in May 2017 to be completed by year-end.  This is a $24 million-
dollar project.  Meetings are on-going.  Approval to utilize the Town’s right of way for 
electrical lines for the project was approved at the Council Meeting on May 16, 2017.  The 
Tax Increment Financing District Development Plan and Credit Enhancement Agreement 
discussions are now on-going with the documents provided to Cianbro.  Cianbro’s in-house 
legal counsel has provided language amendments.  The calculations of tax shifts are being 
started this week.  The license to work in the public right-of-way has now been issued. 

 
Bangor Savings Bank’s proposed new bank facility on Somerset Avenue to be located next to 
Family Dollar was approved for its site plan review before the Planning Board.  Neighbors in 
favor of the project attended.  We were very impressed with the bank’s plans for the property 
which will be an impressive addition to the community.  The back of the lot will be left in its 
pristine natural condition.  The engineering firm was very professional in its review and 
estimates that the bank will be in service in early 2018.  The project has not yet begun.   

 

The Town continues to work with an upcoming small company Innovative Specialties, with a 
great skillset seeking an expansion in our community in the Industrial Park Phase II.  This 
item was on the agenda for the 04/19/2016 meeting with three actions listed and on the 
agenda for 05/03/2016 with two ordinances set to public hearing and a resolution.  The 
CDBG grant was approved for submittal after a very positive public hearing was held.  The 
grant application was filed by the deadline in May.  The project was approved at the 
09/12/2016 Planning Board Meeting.  All grant paperwork for the Phase II Project 
Development was filed on time at the beginning of October.  The project is under review by 
the State.  An RFP was drafted by the Town and reviewed by the State for engineering 
assistance for Innovative Specialties.  The RFP has been provided to the company along with 
a list of suggested engineers to contact as well as any engineers that Innovative Specialties 
would like to obtain pricing from for assistance with the building.  The Town has received a 
number of approvals and is awaiting the Town Attorney’s review of the Side Agreement with 
Innovative Specialties, LLC so that we can execute all paperwork and start the project.  The 
grant is in the process of encumbrance with the State of Maine.  The engineering firm with 
the low bid was chosen by Chad Dow and is now working on the project’s engineering 
required to obtain permits for construction. 
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The owner has requested that the engineering firm have the project ready to go out to bid in 
February 2017. As of the writing of this agenda item, the project remains at the Engineering 
firm.  The Engineering firm has filed a revised site plan for review at the March 13, 2017 
Planning Board Meeting.  Approval was received.  Additional clearing is required on the 
property and is expected to start this week.  The first bills for reimbursement have been 
received for engineering.  Once this project starts up, it will take 10-20 hours a week for 
months until completion.  The bid package has been received for review.  The project is out 
to bid with a due date for bids of May 01, 2017.  Due to extensive engineering revisions, the 
due date for bids had to be moved back.  When bids were received, the bids were very high 
due to the engineering package that was put out to bid.  Mr. Dow is reviewing his options at 
this time and is working on a solution. 

 
 

The Town Council signed the following Business Certificates in 2016: 
1.  Puretech Window Cleaning at 115 Main Street 
2.  Pittsfield Redemption Center at 418 Main Street (new facility under new management on 

the other side of town). 
3.  Andrea Amara for Andrea’s Salon at 11 Huff Road for a hair salon. 
4.  Kimberly Wick for The Sitter Center Daycare at 50 Mount Road 
5.  Steven Lamarre for Off The Wall Collectibles at 129 Morrill Street 
6.  Bag End Suri Alpacas of Maine’s new Farm Store at 226 Snakeroot Road 
7.  Dysart’s expansion for restaurant seating in the North Main Street section of the building 
8.  Lisa Lewia, LMT with her massage therapy business at 15 Gleneagle Court.  This is a 

home occupation. 
 

The Town Council signed the following Business Certificates in 2017: 
1.  Eden Day Spa at 145 Main Street (the corner of Main and Central Streets) 
2.  Artful Alterations owned by Becky Thompson who has returned to our community.  
3.  A New You owned by Terri-Jean Wilkinson which is a new business to open at 113 North       

Lancey Street as of March 1, 2017. 
4.  Simply Efficient by Lorrie Farewell at 811 Main Street on 05/02/2017 
5.  Grandpa’s Specialty Smoked Meats at 117 West Street on 07/18/2017 
6.  Helpfull Hands at 430 Main Street on 07/18/2017 

 
The Town Council will sign a Business Certificate congratulating the Maine Federation of 
Farmers Markets on their new location at Cooper on Sebasticook Street.  The Town Council 
will also sign a Business Certificate welcoming the Drooling Goat BBQ (at Stony Knolls 
Farm) owned by Ken and Janice Spaulding.  The first days the Spauldings have been open 
has resulted in tremendous support for their food.  They have a very nice setup when they 
arrive at Hathorn Park. 
 
In addition, the Town was pleased to support the Pittsfield Farmers Market on their first 
Maine Farmers’ Market Snapshot Week Event held Monday, August 7, 2017.  Heather 
Holland worked very hard to organize this celebration of farmers markets.  She has taken 
over the advertising and promotion of the Pittsfield Farmers Market. 
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The Economic Development Lead Generation Project went well with the issuance of the 
Situational Assessment and recommendations for sectors to promote for business attraction 
for the UTC Facility, SAS Facility and the Pittsfield Industrial Park Expansion, Phase II.  The 
final report was issued in February 2017.  Lead generation is now underway.  One lead was 
obtained to date.  We were advised that the company had expressed interest in one of the 
facilities here in Town and has talked about coming to Pittsfield in February – March 2017.  
No further information has been received.  In April, the Town Manager spoke with the Lead 
Generation company and was marking arrangements to call the company.  There was an 
extensive phone conference regarding how to proceed.  The company has located a lead and 
discussions are now underway regarding background material for the company.  After a 
Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation Director met with the lead generator in Canada, 
we began receiving other types of leads. 

 
In addition, we will continue to work with several companies that wish to expand and/or 
locate in Pittsfield. These are on-going in the development and feasibility phases. 

 

B.  Properties for Sale: 

 

1.  SAS Property: Please see the lengthy history in prior meeting minutes. We are working 
with SAS intermittently to see if a company can utilize the factory for storage as it is great 
space that is going to waste.  It has been very hard to have any type of deal for a business at 
this facility due to its current organizational structure.  The interested company has made 
contact with the SAS representative and is awaiting approval.  The Town then has followed 
up numerous times to request that there be a decision made.  The Town has now learned that 
proposals will be reviewed on this property so we are working with a company on a proposal 
for a new manufacturing facility.  The company is very interested in this facility. The 
company has been requested to provide their proposal for the project to the Town in writing 
so that we can proceed ahead.  A proposal has not been received.  It is reported that other 
parties are looking at the facility.  The Town has requested that the company move forward.  
The Town has not been contacted regarding another non-business use of the lot, however, a 
project seems to be in the planning stages for the future.  The property is not listed for sale.  
The State of Maine called about the building in late Feb. 2017.  The Trust owning the 
property continues to not have much interest in selling the property. 

 
The Northern Border Regional Commission Grant project is now underway with the issuance 
of the Request for Qualifications for Engineering for the Madawaska sewer line project. 

 
2.  Former Sebasticook Valley Health (SVH) Office Building: The former SVH Offices 
which included the Dental Clinic is now for sale.  This property is in excellent condition 
inside.  The Town has reviewed the facility with SVH Officers and will be listing the 
property to assist in its sale.  SVH is also talking with real estate agents. 

 
C.  Projects Under Review: 

 
American Legion: 

The American Legion’s demolition project is well underway with the building coming down 
the week of September 12, 2016.  The demolition was concluded by September 23, 2016.  
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Now the Legion is working on the details for the foundation.  The site looks great!  There 
have been many good comments about how nice the area looks.  The foundation has been 
filled in.  The American Legion is looking at options for a modular unit for the property.  
This is such an improvement to the neighborhood.  A project is in the process of being 
planned. 

 

D.  Somerset Avenue Projects: 

 
Report on Somerset Avenue Sidewalk Project and Impact of the Somerset Avenue Mill & 

Fill Project. 
 

The Town inquired into the changes made in the road by MDOT during the paving in the 
Mill & Fill Project and the resulting water issues by Hartland Avenue.  On 12/07/2015, the 
Public Works Foreman met with the Bangor Division Engineer John Devin about the 
continuous water problems at the end of Somerset Avenue and its intersection with Hartland 
Avenue, a very flat area without enough catch basins in the State system after the mill and fill 
project. To date, the Town has not been contacted with the proposed solution. MDOT has 
been trying to clean out and explore the catch basin system on Somerset Avenue due to 
issues. There has not been any progress on the drainage issues on the State’s road.  Multiple 
requests have been made and to date, the Town cannot get an answer on how MDOT will 
resolve the extensive drainage issue on the section of Somerset Avenue prior to Hartland 
Avenue.  MDOT has decided that it will complete some renovations to Somerset Avenue to 
address the drainage.  This will involve bidding out the installation of two (2) catch basins 
near the intersection of Somerset Avenue with Hartland Avenue.  This is a very good 
development and when the work is completed, it will be very beneficial for the 
neighborhood. MDOT was called regarding the constant water problems at the location for 
cleanup which has not been taking place.  As far as we know from inquiries, the installation 
of new catch basins is still underway for quotation. 

 

E.  Report on Meetings & Events: 
 

Report on Meetings: 

 
BikeMaine Volunteer Coordinator and Planning Committee Meeting on Monday, July 17, 
2017 at 5:00 pm 
FirstPark Executive Committee Subcommittee Meeting on Tuesday, July 18, 2017 from 8:00 
am – 11:00 am 
Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation (PEEC) Board of Directors Meeting on 
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 at 10:00 am 
Theatre Committee Meeting on Wednesday, July 26, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
Kennebec Regional Development Authority (KRDA) FirstPark Executive Committee 
Meeting on Thursday, July 27, 2017 at 5:00 pm 
BikeMaine Volunteer Coordinator and Planning Committee Meeting on Monday, July 31, 
2017 at 5:00 pm  

 
Upcoming Meetings: 
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BikeMaine Volunteer Coordinator and Planning Committee Meeting on Monday, August 14, 
2017 at 5:00 pm. 
BikeMaine meetings likely to be set weekly until the event takes place 
Theatre Committee Meeting on Wednesday, August 30, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
Kennebec Regional Development Authority (KRDA) FirstPark Executive Committee 
Meeting on Thursday, August 31, 2017 at 5:00 pm 
 

4.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 

ORDINANCE 17-04: (Public Hearing) That the Town of Pittsfield hereby ordains to re-
enact the Town of Pittsfield Retail Marijuana Establishments and Retail Marijuana Social 
Clubs Moratorium Ordinance. 
 

Mayor Stackhouse opened the Public Hearing. 
 

For Ordinance 17-04: 

 

Thomas Mourmouras: I am a resident of Old Orchard Beach. I run a business and tax 
consulting firm in Portland, and I currently serve as the President of the nonprofit Maine 
Commercial Growers Association. One of our association’s goals is to help educate our 
local cities and towns to ensure we implement a responsible and well-regulated marijuana 
industry. I was recently invited to speak as an industry expert at the Maine Town and City 
Managers Association's marijuana seminar back in March, and I have consulted with 
numerous towns on this subject as well. Our association is also well-represented at the 
Marijuana Legalization Implementation committee meetings in Augusta. With that being 
said, I am here today to offer myself as a resource to this council for any concerns or 
questions you may have about this industry or potential implementation, as well as offer my 
recommendation on how to proceed. 
 
I have attached a potential timeline that the State and municipalities will be looking at for 
adult-use marijuana implementation. As you can see, the earliest that the State would begin 
taking applications is February 1, 2018. However, the MLI committee has expressed doubt 
that BABLO would have their rules and application criteria in place for this to happen. It is 
our Association's view that Spring/Summer of 2018 is a more likely projection for 
applications to go out to the State. Taking this into consideration, I believe that the town of 
Pittsfield should implement a 6-month moratorium on marijuana businesses. I do not 
recommend, however, that the town push off discussions or workshops on this issue to six 
months down the road. In my experience so far with other towns and the MLI committee, 
there is a learning curve that goes along with setting rules or ordinances on this new industry. 
You will need several workshops and public sessions to determine exactly how marijuana 
businesses will play a role in your community. This is not a process that you want to rush. 
With this proposed town moratorium ending in February, you will have had the State rules 
in place for at least 2 months to help guide you with your decisions regarding marijuana 
businesses. 
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Proposed Marijuana Implementation Timeline  

 

August 4th - Final committee meeting of the summer to wrap up consensus on proposed 
changes to the Marijuana bill. Research analysts are beginning to create the first draft of the 
Marijuana bill. 
 
September 26th - 28th - Public session to go over the first draft of the proposed bill. 
 
October - November - ML1 committee finalizes omnibus bill to bring to the rest of the 
legislature to be voted on in an emergency session. 
 
February 1st - State moratorium on marijuana ends and applications will begin to be taken 
by BABLO 
 
July 1st - Retail stores can begin selling adult-use marijuana to the public 
 
Finally, I would like to reflect on the potential impact of adult-use marijuana in your town. It 
goes without saying that diversion to the black market and access of marijuana to anyone 
under the age of 21 are key concerns for any community. Currently, a sizeable grey and 
black market is operating in Maine with little regulation, and there is not much individual 
towns or cities can do to stop this. A proactive approach to allowing licensed and well-
regulated businesses gives municipalities an opportunity to control where and how 
marijuana is cultivated and/or sold in their community. Not only do these legal businesses 
bring control, but they also bring employment opportunities and tax revenue that are a help 
to our local economies. I know Pittsfield prides itself on being a Business Friendly 
Community, and 1 just hope that you will give potential marijuana business owners a chance 
at explaining what they can bring to your town. 
 
I would be happy to answer any questions you may have, and I would also make myself 
available if you would like me to attend any workshops on this issue in the future. Thank you 
for your time. 
 
Ethan Beach: I am a Pittsfield resident and owner of Hill Top Farms. I support the Pittsfield 
Moratorium. I don’t feel that Pittsfield is the right fit for in-town retail or social clubs. I 
don’t feel the Industrial Park is an appropriate location for a commercial growing location. I 
feel like marijuana is safer than alcohol. It is safer than all the prescription drugs that are 
used for pain management. Transparency is important. Allowing a secure, regulated 
cultivation facility will bring money into Town. It will let me create a legal business. I hope 
you will take into consideration local growers. 
 

Councilor Margolskee: How do you suppose the banking industry will handle the money 
from this type of operation? Thomas Mourmouras noted that Searsport Credit Union, in 
York County and Augusta, would handle recreational and medical marijuana currency. The 
tax committee is discussing the possibility that a portion of excise tax would be going to the 
Town. 
 

Against Ordinance 17-04: None. 
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Mayor Stackhouse closed the Public Hearing. 

 
Moved by Deputy Mayor Nichols and seconded by Councilor Manning that Ordinance 
17-04 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted the Town Council approved the Moratorium on 02/21/2017 which 
went into effect on 03/22/2017.  The Moratorium was for 180 days which expires on 
09/17/2017.  To continue the Moratorium, the Public Hearing would need to be held at the 
August monthly meeting set by the Council Summer Meeting Schedule of 08/15/2017.  
Therefore, the Moratorium would be re-enacted to go into effect on 09/14/2017 allowing 
coverage. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

5.  REPORTS:   
       

A.  COUNCIL COMMITTEES:  FINANCE, ORDINANCE & RECYCLING: NONE 

 

 B.  BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES BY TOWN COUNCILORS AND 

MANAGER 

       

Councilor Margolskee: We had the rededication of the cupola. Several members of the 
Hathorn family attended. The t-shirt sales are going well. We will be continuing t-shirt sales 
and possibly be getting sweatshirts to sell. We are taking suggestions for souvenir ideas.  

       

      C.  Town Manager's Report: Town Council Meeting of 08/15/2017: 
 

1. The FYI Folder:  FYI Folder which contains items that come in between the Town 
Council Meetings has the following this evening:  READ List. 
 

2. 2017 Tax Bills Summary:   READ NOTICE 
 

3. Nomination Papers Available:  READ NOTICE 
 

4. Pittsfield Public Library News:  Join a Kennebec Music Together teacher for a FREE 

Music Together Demo class at the Pittsfield Public Library Monday, August 21 at 10:15. 

Music Together is an internationally recognized early childhood music program for 

children ages 0-5 and the adults who love them. The classes are research based, 

developmentally-appropriate and fun!  Music Together is based on the belief that all 

children are musical, and emphasizes participation over performance - kids and adults 

are invited to jump right in and get singing and dancing! The leader will have songs and 

instruments to share, and information on her new Music Together classes in Newport 

this this.  Join us as we sing, dance, and play instruments in a fun and informal setting! 
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5. Pittsfield Summer Concert Series:   The Concert Series sponsored by our local 
businesses will be exciting this week with two concerts as follows:  READ NOTICE 

 

6.  NEW BUSINESS: 
 
RESOLUTION 17-78: Resolved that the Town Council waive the Regulation of Bid and 
Contracts (Section 106 of the Administrative Code) and authorize the Town Manager to sign 
a three-year contract for snowplowing with S&G Construction at a rate of $2,000.00 per 
mile for a total of $106,800.00 with 53.4 miles for 2017 – 2018; $2,000.00 per mile for a 
total of $106,800.00 with 53.4 for 2018 – 2019; and $2040.00 per mile for a total of 
$108,936.00 with 53.4 miles for 2019 – 2020; with such mileage to be adjusted if the Town 
adds road mileage during the term of the contract or deletes routes during the term of the 
contract. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that Resolution 17-78 
be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted S&G Construction has been the Town’s snowplow contractor for 
decades.  In the past, S&G was the only contractor that bid on snowplowing services.  In 
2014, the Town negotiated a snowplow contract for 3 years at the below listed costs:   
 

The following was approved for a three-year term without any fuel adjustments: 
 

2014-2015:  $1,813.71 per mile for a total of   $  96,852.11 with 53.40 miles; 3% increase 
2015-2016:  $1,904.40 per miles for a total of  $101,694.96 with 53.40 miles; 5% increase 
2016-2017:  $1,904.40 per mile for a total of   $101,694.96 with 53.40 miles; 0% increase 
 
For the next three years, S&G requests the following price increases due to the cost of doing 
business.  Last year was a rough year for the company for the snowplowing business. 
 
2017-2018:  $2,000.00 per mile for a total of   $106,800.00 with 53.40 miles; 5% increase 
2018-2019:  $2,000.00 per miles for a total of  $106,800.00 with 53.40 miles; 0% increase 
2019-2020:  $2,040.00 per mile for a total of   $108,936.00 with 53.40 miles; 2% increase 
 
This month Stanley advised that he will be retiring at some point and requests that the Town 
start looking at taking over 1-2 routes.  Obviously, this could not be planned out at this late 
date given that funds would need to be made available, trucks updated and equipment 
purchased.  We have added additional language to the contract which focuses on working 
together toward turning over 1 or more routes with the understanding that if routes are 
deleted, that the payment will be less as the payment is based on the amount of mileage 
plowed.  This is a future project for the Public Works Foreman.  Stanley has pledged to 
work with Steve Vance on this project.  Stanley also wishes to sell one or more trucks to the 
Town. We will want to research available alternatives to determine how this would work. 
 
In summary, S&G has not had an increase since 2015-2016, therefore requests a price 
increase for the 2017-2018 contract which provides for its first payment in January, 2018. 
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Councilor Manning asked since Stanley is going to be retiring, shouldn’t this be put out to 
bid? If something happens to him, do we have a plan B? The Town Manager noted that we 
have researched this before and there has been no other company that has been able to match 
his pricing. The Town Manager noted that in the past no matter the situation, he has always 
came through. Councilor Margolskee noted his son is the foreman and can always step in if 
there is an issue. Councilor Manning asked if we are setting aside money knowing that when 
this contract expires the costs will rise. The Town Manager noted that Steve Vance has been 
looking at this but it is more complicated than one would think. We need to review options. 
We have reviewed options before and S & G has been the least expensive option and does a 
good job. With this contract we will have time to plan the Town’s future snowplowing 
requirements. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-79: Resolved that the Town Council accept the bid of O’Connor Auto 
Park for a 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 (1 TON) chassis in the amount of $31,707.00 with 
the separately priced and installed Iroquois “Brave” 9’, 2 x 3 cu. yd. dump body with 3 coal 
doors in tailgate in the amount of $8,680.00 and the separately priced Fisher Extreme V2 
Snow Plow (XV2) installed for $5,250.00 for a total amount of $45,637.00 and authorize the 
Town Manager and Public Works Foreman to execute the necessary paperwork for the 
purchase. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Manning that Resolution 17-
79 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted a thorough review was conducted by the Public Works Foreman 
Steven Vance and it was determined that the Town of Pittsfield would be best served by 
accepting the bid of O’Connor Auto Park. A total of two successful bids were received by 
the Town of Pittsfield representing Chevrolet and Ford. Of the two bids received the 1 ton 
Chevrolet package with Dump body and Plow stood out as the best value. The equivalent 
Ford bid from Quirk was $48,204.00. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-80: Resolved that the Town Council authorize the Town Manager and 
Deputy Treasurer to transfer and expend up to $45,637 from PITT #05 (G1-601-00) 
Highway Equipment Reserve for the new 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 (1 TON) with the 
installed Iroquois “Brave” 9’, 2 x 3 cu. yd. dump body and installed Fisher Extreme V2 
Snow Plow (XV2). 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Resolution 17-
80 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted State law requires Town Council approval for the use of reserve 
account funding. As of 07/31/2017, the Highway Equipment Reserve contained 
$163,043.95. The 2017 Capital Budget contains an appropriation of $65,000.00. As long as 
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the Town does not need the capital budget, or a part therefore, to address any revenue 
shortfalls this year, the Highway Equipment Reserve will have $228,043.95 available prior 
to this purchase. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-81: Resolved that the Town Council approve the payment of the 
monthly disbursements in the amount of $274,320.26 (July 2017) and $274,320.30 (August 
2017 – June 2018) to SAD #53 for its fiscal year beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 
2018, for a fiscal year total of $3,291,843.56 which represents the Town of Pittsfield’s share 
of SAD #53’s local appropriation funds. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Margolskee that Resolution 
17-81 be adopted. 

 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-82: Resolved that the Town Council approve the payment of weekly 
payroll checks in accordance with the following accounts: Personnel Services (01-05 
Regular; 01-10 Overtime; 01-15 Part-time; 01-20 Supply Operation; 01-25 Supply 
Maintenance; 01-30 Distribution Maintenance; 01-35 Customer Accounts; and 01-40 
FICA). 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that Resolution 17-82 
be adopted. 

 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-83: Resolved that the Town Council sign the application for a license for 
Incorporated Civic Organization for BikeMaine 2017 to be held on September 10, 2017 
from 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm at Manson Park. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Deputy Mayor Nichols that Resolution 
17-83 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted this special state permit is utilized by BikeMaine for their week 
long activities in multiple communities. Pittsfield’s day for the Beer & Wine Garden is 
Sunday, September 10, 2017.  The Park will be closed to the Public that day except for the 
Farmers/Artisans/Craft Marketplace and the entertainment.  The area for the BikeMaine’s 
Beer & Wine Tent will be cordoned off and completely roped off so that the only people 
who can attend are BikeMaine participants who will have tickets. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-84: Resolved that the Town Council Approve the issuance of a parade 
permit to Ray Berthelette, Nolan’s H.E.R.O. Foundation for a 5K Run and 3.13K Walk on 
September 16, 2017 and waive the permit fees. 
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Moved by Councilor Manning and seconded by Councilor Cianchette that Resolution 17-
84 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted this is a yearly event for the popular Run and Walk Event. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-85: Resolved that the Town Council revise the permit for the MCI 
Robotics Team for the 5K Walk/Run on Saturday, September 16, 2017 to Saturday, 
September 23, 2017. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Resolution 17-
85 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted the MCI Robotics Team found out that Nolan’s H.E.R.O. 
Foundation wanted to have their 5K Walk/Run on the same day as they had approved so 
they will be moving their event to Saturday, September 23, 2017. We will have two 5K 
Walk/Runs on two Saturdays in a row. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

 RESOLUTION 17-86: Resolved that the Town Council Approve a second-hand dealer 
license application for Helpfull Hands at 430 Main Street, Pittsfield, Maine 04967. 

 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Resolution 17-
86 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted Helpful Hands is the new interesting store that has opened in the 
former location of the Laundry, second hand store and more recently the vehicle repair shop.  
Under the Town Code and specifically Business Licensing, a second-hand dealer license is 
required. 
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

7.  DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

Updates – Financial: 

 

A.  Financial Reports as of 07/31/2017 
      Budget Expenditure Report 
 Revenue Collections Report  
 Tax Acquired Property Report  
      Economic Development Revolving Loan Update  
 Housing Revolving Loan Update  
 Transfer Station/Recycling Monthly Report  
 Theatre Monthly Report  
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 Excise Tax Collections Comparison Report 
      State Revenue Sharing Comparison Report 
 Personal Property Tax Collection Report 
 Real Estate Property Tax Collection 
B. Other Reports as of 07/31/2017 
 Building and Plumbing Permit Reports  
 Library Report – Librarian’s and Library Trustees Minutes  
 Police Report 

 
The Town Manager advised of the following:  
 
Budget Expenditure Report:  58.33% of period; 51.8% of municipal, 46.6% municipal, 
water & sewer (depreciation and transfers done by Auditor so percentage will increase) 
 
Revenue Collections Report: 58.33% period; 39.2% municipal, 42.9% municipal, water & 
sewer  
 
Excise Tax Collections Comparison Report:  For this period, $-4,433.31 behind 2016 
collections at this time of the year. 
 
State Revenue Sharing Comparison Report:  For this period, $-613.61 behind the 2016 
collections.  This account needs to be watched closely as it continues to fall behind. 
 
The remainder of the Financial Reports are self-explanatory. 
 
Councilor Manning questioned if the event revenue for the Egg Festival covers the cost of 
the Officers. The Town Manager noted this has always been paid from the Police Budget. 
Councilor Manning asked if the Town Manager could calculate the cost of her time for 
working on the Egg Festival. The Town Manager noted that she has a salary position so if 
she works 8 hours or 100 hours it is the same cost. Councilor Manning feels asking the 
Town Manager to work on items like this is a waste of time. Even with BikeME, the bulk 
should be done by the group. The Town Manager noted the group is doing the very best they 
can. No one was able to serve as the Coordinator, so she has had to continue in this role. 
Councilor Manning noted she felt this is a missed opportunity for income. We are putting 
more effort into these events than it is worth. We should try posting on Facebook looking for 
volunteers. Councilor Manning noted she has been an event planner for over 20 years and 
this could have been an opportunity that could make $25,000. We need to think outside the 
box. The events that I have been a part of in Boston and California bring in a lot of money 
and they are smaller events. It is the 130th anniversary for the Historical Society. We can use 
this as an event promotion. The Town Manager noted that the Egg Festival has lost money 
for years. This is the first year in a while that it has made a profit. The Egg Festival has 
never made $25,000 from the whole event let alone advertising.  She does feel that it can 
make more profit and they will be working on that.  The Town Manager noted when the Egg 
Festival financial statements are available she will share them with the Council. 
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Updates – General: 

 
1.  Water Projects/Issues:  
North Main Street DWSRF Project:  The project was closed out in July.  Pay #7 was issued 
for a reimbursement of $10,178.33 which will be remitted to the Town shortly. 
 
2.  Sewer Projects/Issues:  
North Main Street CWSRF Project:  The project again was closed out in July.  Pay #7 was 
issued for a reimbursement of $6,297.17 which has been issued by the State. 
 
3.  Tax Acquired Property: Offer for 235 North Main Street (Map 29, Lot 81) 
The North Main Street apartment building located close to Detroit Street has been bid out 
twice with no bids received.  An individual has expressed interest in the property and has 
asked to submit an offer.  The individual does not want to pay the price listed for the 
property.  We have advised that the individual may submit an offer, however, it may be 
deemed as insufficient.   
 
The offer received from Barbara Pomeroy is $5,327.00.  The total of all taxes, interest, lien 
costs, advertising to date for notices, public hearing costs, quit claim and transfer tax is 
$7,288.42.  The Town had offered it at $9,500.  Barbara proposes if she purchases it, to get 
the yard in order, get estimates, figure out if repairs are feasible, if feasible work on it over 
time.  She wishes to use the property as collateral on a home improvement mortgage or 
home equity loan.  She wants all 2017 taxes included as well as water and sewer charges to 
the date of closing.   
 
We should get the taxes, interest and costs including QC deed and transfer tax which totals 
$5,666.78.  We could just charge out without reimbursement the advertising costs.  Perhaps 
counter her.  I think we can legitimately not charge these other costs, but the basics should 
be covered if at all possible.  The other alternative is to just accept her offer and charge off 
the taxes, interest and costs difference to a town account.  It is not a legitimate abatement. 
The Town Council agreed to obtain the best offer possible which is reasonable to bring 
forward to Public Hearing.  
 
The North Main Street small house on the hill by the Animal Clinic has only been bid out 
once.  The cost of advertising is high so we do not think we should bid this by itself and will 
wait to see what transpires regarding other potential tax acquired properties. 
 
4.  Code Enforcement Update 
North Main Street – The mobile home was demolished by the property owner which was 
fortunate. 
 
5.  Leighton Road Subdivision Update: 
While the RE agent in charge of the project is very pleased with the clarification in the 
records and clearing of any title issues, the project has not yet started.  This is the large 
subdivision that is permitted off Leighton, Curtis and Chandler Streets (at the back of those 
streets to further up the hill toward Detroit.  The subdivision was approved prior to Planning 
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Boards, however, the small lots will need to be combined to meet current setbacks per 
regulations but also in order to have nice homes that will sell well.   
 
6.  Economic Development CDBG for Innovative Specialties, LLC for $260,000: 
Chad believes he has found a solution and we are working on the proposal with the State of 
Maine to verity if it can take place as proposed – basically reduce the project and take out 
non-requirements/more expensive options. 
 
7.  Economic Development CDBG for Main Street Sidewalk Project for $250,000:  
The Town has until October 31, 2017 to full design the project and meet all requirements in 
Phase II Project Development.  Therefore, all permits, job information, final budget and a 
host of other regulations must be met.  The normal Phase II Project Development is 6 
months which we thought we had, however, the State has reduced the few projects approved 
to 3 months.   
 
8.  Northern Border Regional Grant for $250,000 Request for Qualifications for the 
Madawaska Sewer Rehabilitation Project: 
Engineering & Design Services was issued with bids due on August 11, 2017.  We received 
4 bids with varying degrees of pricing and other information.  The Town is required to issue 
a Qualifications rather than Proposals so we have to rank the proposals on a host of items 
which includes cost.  So this is not a low bid item.  Most bids are over the initial pricing that 
we had received in order to put together the initial grant application.  We will need to 
discuss this more with the federal government.   
 
9.  Airport Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for 2017 – 2023 for $1,274,00 
Wildlife Fencing 
Design, Permitting and Construction for 6 Bay, Alternate 2 Bay Nested T-Hangar 
Excellent news at our CIP Meeting on Monday, 08/01/2017 in Augusta.  The federal 
government approved the MDOT and Town’s request to remove the Wildlife Fencing from 
the Capital Improvement Plan for the Town of Pittsfield.  Therefore, that project is 
completed.  We must utilize the Wildlife Mitigation Plan that was basically copied from the 
Town of Sanford, given to our consultant and the Town by the Town of Sanford and then 
reduced to our particular needs.  Now we need to mitigate the wildlife at the site.   
 
The FAA approved having a 6 Bay Nested T-Hangar with an alternate for 2 Bays to get the 
8 bays or hanger space for 8 airplanes that we can utilize.  Space has been filled at the 
airport for years.   
 
2018, we would have an environmental permitting project in order to get a 2019 grant.  The 
Town can not get reimbursed from permitting until there is an actual project underway and 
the FAA will not fund them together as we can not get both projects – environmental permit 
and construction done in 1 year.  Therefore, the Town must borrow money from a bank or in 
our case, if we have economic development funds available, we will be able under town 
regulations to borrow from ourselves for the permitting.  This is a cumbersome process but 
can be done. 
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8.  REPORTS:  Audience, Council 
 

Audience: 
 
Peter Lodiodice V gave a presentation required to obtain his Eagle Scout badge. He talked 
about the different names the Town has had through the years, the population through the 
years as well as some fun facts about some of the famous buildings in Town. 
 
Council: 
 

Councilor Manning: I want to commend Heather and all the other farmers on open farm 
day. It was great to see all the farmers collaborate. I have been feeling the Town Manager 
has been defensive and combative towards me. Many of my suggestions are shot down. I 
would like to see a peaceful and respectful environment. 
 
The Town Manager noted she is very proud of her positive and productive record and she 
stands by it. 
 
Councilor Donahue: I want to commend the garden club. The planting have been just 
phenomenal. There is some brush cutting that needs to be done at the railroad crossing. You 
have to stop and look to see if you can go. The Town Manager noted she will look into it. It 
was a great event with the Maine Farmland Trust. It was really a lot of fun. There are many 
events that will be coming up.  
 
Councilor Margolskee: I have had a few citizen requests. They are asking about the Police 
Chief position and when it will be filled. The Town Manager noted it is in process, but it is a 
lengthy process given the candidates being from across the country. Also, I am seeing many 
kids on skateboards. They are right in the road on Somerset Avenue. It would be nice to 
have a place for them to go. It would be much safer than in the street. 
 

Deputy Mayor Nichols: I have seen some good items and feedback on the new 2nd hand 
shop. I hear many good things about the bottle redemption. It is so clean you can hardly tell 
it’s a redemption center. Thank you for the presentation Mr. Logiodice. Councilor Nichols 
shared a family story about land that was bought with 2 shotguns and a canoe. 
 

Councilor Strom: Thank you for the presentation Mr. Logiodice. I can tell you did a lot of 
research. This was a good week for the Town. Big Bill’s and Dunkin’ Donuts opened. The 
Cianbro solar farm is coming along. When it is budget time we need to look at adding funds 
for our roads and sidewalks. The sidewalk from MCI to Richie’s is non-existent. The Town 
Manager noted this area is part of the sidewalk grant. I recently took a drive on Sibley Pond 
Road. It goes from paved to gravel to an area broken up and missing chunks and then back 
to gravel again. The dirt road sections are better than the paved areas. The Town Manager 
noted that there has been a lot of work done on the road by public works but there are issues 
with the road washing out. The MCI Reunion weekend is my favorite weekend. It is a great 
opportunity to hear from people. 
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Councilor Cianchette: The cupola looks fantastic. I can still remember the first time I saw 
it. I see we have Amish families moving into Town. I would really like to see them thrive. I 
want to commend Kathryn, Nicole and the ladies upstairs. You all do a great job. Thank you 
for your Scout presentation. Mr. Logiodice, you did a nice job. We all have different 
opinions and backgrounds. We are here as a Council to help the Town strive. We need to 
stop and remember why we are here. We add color to the pallet but it will not paint the 
picture. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse: The cupola looks great. The event was very nice. Jane Woodruff gave 
the Hathorn family members the original finals from the cupola. They were just ecstatic. Big 
things are happening in Pittsfield. The Governor is coming to speak at the Cianbro event. 
The Cianbro solar project is really coming along well. Peter, thank you for coming in. I wish 
you had your uniform on. Kathryn, keep up the great work. Everyone upstairs does a great 
job.  

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Nichols and seconded by Councilor Manning that the meeting 
be adjourned at 8:31 p.m. All in agreement. 
 
 

      VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

 
________________________ 

             Nicole Nickolan, Town Clerk 


