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MINUTES 

 
For a regular meeting of the Pittsfield Town Council held on Tuesday, August 7, 2007 at 
7:30 pm in the Council Chambers. 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILORS: Mayor Tim Nichols, Wayne Fotter, Gary Jordan, Jr., 
Christinalyn Hamel, and Louise Baker. ABSENT: Michael Gray, Brian Philbrick, Sr. 
Also present were Town Manager Kathryn Ruth and Town Clerk Nicole Nickolan. 
Audience members included: Don Hallenbeck, Sharon Mack of the BDN and Richard 
Hall of the Sebasticook Valley Lodge of Elks. 
 
1. Mayor Nichols opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
2. Adoption of Minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 17, 2007. 

 
Moved by Deputy Mayor Fotter and seconded by Councilor Baker that the 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 17, 2007 be adopted. 

 
           VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS, CONGRATULATIONS AND 

INTRODUCTIONS: 
 

There are three certificates to be signed this evening: 
 
A certificate for Fairway Estates, A Condominium Development. This is the new 
development underway of condos by an expansion of the golf course for 
maintenance free living. 
 
There are also two certificates for individuals at Cianbro Corporation who 
contributed to the renovation of Stein Park which is very nice indeed. George Bell 
provided equipment and employees to operate the small excavator, which dug out 
the old pavement. Eric Witham hooked up all of the new lights which we 
purchased. 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS/OLD BUSINESS:  

 

5. REPORTS:  TOWN MANAGER, FINANCE, ORDINANCE & 

RECYCLING COMMITTEES: 

Town Manager's Report: Town Council Meeting of 08/07/2007: 

 

1.  The FYI Folder: The FYI Book contains the following items this week: Read List 
 
2.  New E-911 Address:  In order to update your new E-911 address in the Verizon 
Telephone Directory, you can call 1-800-585-4466 and press “O” for an operator.  We 
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have been told that there is no charge for this service.  This information has been added to 
the Town’s website. 
 
3.  Important Information Regarding Telephone Scam:  There is a scam that is being 
seen more and more in the State.  People are receiving phone calls from individuals 
identifying themselves as an AT&T Service Technician conducting a test on telephone 
lines. The caller states to complete the test to touch 9, 0, the pound sign # and then hang 
up. The Telephone company has confirmed that by pushing 90# you are providing the 
requesting individual full access to your telephone line, which enables them to place long 
distance calls billed to your phone number. Do not press 90#. 
 
4.  2007 Tax Bills:  The 2007 tax bills have been sent out in the mail.  Taxes are due on 
Friday, October 19, 2007 and cover the period of January – December 2007.  The mil rate 
is $21.80, which is a decrease of .70 of a mil or 3.1%.   
 
The Town lost $8,007,520 in personal property tax value 
We gained $5,344,952 in real estate from new buildings and additions 
Net loss in valuation of $2,662,568. 
 
We were very fortunate that the School received additional funding through the property 
tax law LD #1 and passed this along to the communities through a lowered assessment.  
In addition, we were fortunate that the Town received $110,892 more in State Revenue 
Sharing and appropriated this toward the 2007 Commitment. 
 
The State Law provides Homstead Exemptions for individuals who reside in their homes.  
As our community’s values are at 72.6% of market value, the Homstead exemption is at 
$9,438. 
 
Therefore, the property tax on residences which have Homstead Exemptions in most 
cases will have increased a few dollars because the certified ratio dropped quite a bit. 
 
The property tax on residences where people did not have a Homstead Exemption, 
businesses, apartment buildings, second homes, parcels that are just land, parcels with 
buildings that are not residences, camps that are second homes, new homebuyers, people 
who have not applied for their exemption despite notifications, etc. which do not have a 
Homstead Exemption are a straight multiplication of the rate times the value.  As the mil 
rate went down, these tax bills would go down a little bit unless work was done to the 
property.   
 
Which considering losing $8 million in personal property and having a 31.4% increase in 
the County Tax, this is good. 
 
As an interesting fact, because our valuations are now at 72.6% of full market value, this 
means that our mil rate which is $21.80/$1,000 would actually be $15.83/$1,000 if it was 
at 100% and values were at 100%. 
 
5.  Downtown Municipal Parking Lot Work:  Beginning the week of 08/13/2007, 
weather permitting, the Pittsfield Highway Department will be making repairs to the 
Downtown Municipal Parking Lot.  As the crew will be cutting and repairing the 
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pavement, small sections of the parking lot will be closed at a time.  This work is being 
done to preserve the parking lot. Today, the Highway Department cut and repaired the 
pavement on Central Street by where the Farmers Market is located.  Tomorrow, weather 
permitting, they plan to work on the pavement on the other side of Hathorn Park by the 
housing project.   
 
6.  Pittsfield Public Library Programming:  The Final Summer Program will be on 
Tuesday, 08/14/2007 at 6:00 pm.  The Milkweed Puppet Theater will present “The Elves 
and the Shoemaker”.  To celebrate all the reading the children have accomplished, there 
will be ice cream cones.  Also on this night there will be the drawing for the winner of 
Ike, the mascot dog that visited six businesses in town while the children had to follow 
clues to find him.  All “Get a Clue” participants will receive a free book that can be 
picked up at the library. 
 

7.  Board Vacancies:  We have three vacancies on town boards as follows:  2 on the 
Board of Appeals (resignation from Stanley Short and Jasper’s passing) and 1 on the 
Recycling Committee (Scott Millett resigned from the church and moved out of town).  
We will start advertising these committee positions shortly. 
 
8.  School District Reorganization Planning Committee Meeting:  The meeting on 
08/01/2007 was very interesting and well attended.  The next meeting will be 08/15/2007.  
Items on the agenda will include follow-up and to make recommendations on the Notice 
of Intent that must be filed by 08/31/2007 with the Department of Education for the 
school units SAD #53 is interested in working with for reorganization.  In addition, we 
have the opportunity to appoint a representative from the Town government to serve on 
the Local Reorganization Planning Committee.  This committee is going to be 
responsible for shaping the new district we will belong to so this is a very important 
project.  We could have the Mayor appoint the representative. 
 

9.  Water Meter Replacement and AMR System Presentation:  We had a presentation 
from the two lowest cost options for this project in July.  Each presentation takes about 1 
hour.  Would the Town Councilors be interested in a presentation one evening next week 
or during the day next week from the two lowest bidders or receive a recommendation 
from the Water/Sewer Assistant Superintendent for the purchase? 
 
10.  Moses Martin Re-dedication of the First Homstead:  The re-dedication ceremony 
was held on Saturday, 08/04/2007 by the Pittsfield Historical Society and the Maine State 
Organization Daughters of the American Revolution.  This was a very nice event and 
well attended.  We received a beautiful bronze plaque to place at the Homstead.  The 
homstead site has been cleaned up and there is a path to it now as part of the preservation 
efforts.  The Town is fortunate to own the Peltoma property where the Town Farm and 
the first Homstead are located.  This property also houses the Police Shooting range on 
the opposite side of the property.  For everyone’s protection, the site will remain gated.  
The Historical Society will coordinate with the Town and Police Department to schedule 
tours of the first Homstead, most likely during the Spring and late Summer/early Fall 
prior to Hunting Season. 
 
 
 



                [ Pittsfield Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes – 08/07/2007      Page 4 ] 

Finance Committee:  No Report. 
Ordinance Committee: No Report. 
Recycling Committee: No Report. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
a. ORDINANCE 07-11:  (To be set to Public Hearing 08/21/2007) That the 

Town Council hereby Ordains to Accept the payment of Michael A & 
Theresa L Knowles respectively, including interest and lien costs, for the 
property at 207 Harriet Street (Map 33, Lot 55), the Town having acquired 
said property as a result of automatic foreclosure of a 2002 property tax 
lien, recorded in the Somerset County Registry of Deeds on July 18, 2003, 
at Book 3156, Page 333, which matured on January 18, 2005; The Town 
Council further authorizes the Town Manager to execute a municipal 
quitclaim deed releasing the Town’s interest in said property to Michael 
A. & Theresa L. Knowles. 

 
Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Councilor Hamel that Ordinance 07-11 
be set to public hearing. 
 
The Town Manager noted this is a TAP that has been on the books since 2005. We have 
received payment in full for taxes, tax liens, and interest. We do not have payment for the 
ad, however, will receive that shortly. Getting this up to date is a very good thing and I 
am sure the individuals will be relieved. We are very pleased. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

b. ORDINANCE 07-12:  (To be set to Public Hearing 08/21/2007) That the 
Town of Pittsfield hereby ordains to Add Section 1300. Pittsfield 
Municipal Airport to Chapter 2. Administrative Code, Division 2. 
Administration of Town Business, Article 3. to read as follows: The 
Pittsfield Municipal Airport shall have Curtis Field added to its name. 

 
Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Councilor Baker that Ordinance 07-12 
be set to public hearing. 
 
The Town Manager noted this has been recommended by the Airport Committee. A 
number of pilots that use the facility had recommended the change. The Airport will 
remain as currently named, we would simply be adding Curtis Field to the end of the 
name in honor of and memory of Ron Curtis. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

c. ORDINANCE 07-13:  (To be set to Public Hearing 08/21/2007) That the 
Town Council hereby ordains to Accept the offer of Liberty Propane, LLC 
DBA Mid State Gas Company of $2,500 for Map 11, Lot 70-1 and 
Authorize the Town Manager to Execute a Municipal Quit Claim Deed. 
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Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Councilor Hamel that Ordinance 07-13 
be set to public hearing. 
 
The Town Manager noted this parcel was created when a lot was sold in the Industrial 
Park. It lies on the outskirts of the Industrial Park on what was formerly Merrimac Drive 
and now is Stinson Street. It is wooded and wet. Of the 1.6 acres, there is a small area 
that could be developed. Many people have looked at it, however, it needs a small use. 
This is it. Mid State Gas now under the name of Liberty Propane would like to expand 
and this parcel is in the very near vicinity. We didn’t think it warranted a purchase and 
sales agreement due to the size of the lot, offer and the fact that this is a very hard lot to 
develop. The company would need to go to the Planning Board and receive approval as 
part of the offer. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
d. ORDINANCE 07-14:  That the Town Council Approve the Pittsfield 

Municipal Airport Minimum Standards and Procedures for the Lease 
and/or Use of Property and Facilities for Aeronautical Activities 
(Minimum Standards) A. Minimum Standards for Aircraft Hangars. 

 
Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Councilor Baker that Ordinance 07-14 
be adopted. 
 
The Town Manager noted minimum standards for any hangars built at the airport would 
be a good for the airport and community.  It would also provide direction for future 
occupants.  The new lease agreement that we utilize for all renewals and new leases 
includes the provision that the Town has the right to develop these standards.  This would 
be the first set of standards – for the buildings and lots.  Another section could be 
recommended to be added by the Committee for other airport activities at a later date.  It 
is likely that once the apron is renovated in a few years that there will be more hangers so 
this is a good planning tool. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 
e. RESOLUTION 07-85:  Resolved that the Town Council Approve a 

renewal application for a liquor license for the Sebasticook Valley Lodge 
of Elks at 140 Middle Street, Pittsfield, Maine 04967. 

 
Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fotter that Resolution 
07-85 be adopted. 
 
The Town Manager noted this is a renewal application and everything is in order. The 
same information applies for Resolution 07-86. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

f. RESOLUTION 07-86:  Resolved that the Town Council Approve the 
Renewal of the Special Amusement Permit for the Sebasticook Valley 
Lodge of Elks. 
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Moved by Deputy Mayor Fotter and seconded by Councilor Jordan that Resolution 
07-86 be adopted. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

g. RESOLUTION 07-87:  Resolved that the Town Council Approve the 
Request for Proposals for Summer Street (including Summer Court) 
Sewer Separation and Authorize the Town Manager and Assistant 
Water/Sewer Superintendent/Plant Manager to seek proposals for same. 

 
Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Councilor Baker that Resolution 07-87 
be adopted. 
 
The Town Manger noted the Town Council received an excerpt from the Bid Package 
which is a large book with plans. This started as a replacement of the sewer on the dead 
end section of Summer Street now known as Summer Court.  We have to extend past 
Summer Court due to the elevations.  The engineering firm, Millett Associates feels 
comfortable with starting back past Franklin Avenue toward Peltoma, about ½ way down 
Summer Street and extending toward the end of Summer Court, a distance of 
approximately 686 feet. He has put plans together for the entire Summer Street, including 
Summer Court, for a total of 1,100 feet. So we have various alternates – the entire 
project; the smaller section; the stormwater collection system work and then 
combinations. What we can do will depend upon what we can afford. As we are replacing 
a sewer line which we found is combined with stormwater, we have to separate the 
stormwater under the federal law. The bids will be due on August 30, 2007 at 10:30 am. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

h. RESOLUTION 07-88:  Resolved that the Town Council Approve the 
payment of the monthly disbursements in the amount of $168,391.04 
(July, 2007) and $168,391.10 (August, 2007 – June, 2008) to SAD #53 for 
its fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007 and ending June 30, 2008, for a 
fiscal year total of $2,020,693.14, which represents the Town of 
Pittsfield’s share of SAD # 53’s local appropriation funds. 

 
Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Councilor Hamel that Resolution 07-88 
be adopted. 
 
The Town Manger noted this is a yearly housekeeping approval for payment of the SAD 
#53 monthly checks. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

i. RESOLUTION 07-89:  Resolved that the Town Council Approve the 
payment of weekly payroll checks in accordance with the following 
accounts: Personnel Services (01-05 Regular; 01-15 Part-time; 01-20 
Supply Operation, 01-25 Supply Maintenance, 01-25 Customer Accounts; 
and 01-40 FICA). 
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Moved by Councilor Jordan and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fotter that Resolution 
07-89 be adopted. 
 
The Town Manager noted this is a yearly housekeeping approval for payment of payroll 
checks on a weekly basis. 
 

          VOTE:  UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 

 Brief Updates On: 
 

Grants Update: 

Airport Grants: Update on Vegetation Plan/Permitting Grant 

Airport Grants: Clear Runway Approach 1, Phase II 

L&W Conservation Fund: Stein Park Renovation Project 

L&W Conservation Fund: Swimming Pool 

Wellhead Project Grant: Fencing around wells & signage   

 
Airport Grants: Update on Vegetation Plan/Permitting Grant: All contracts signed 
and requesting timetable from engineering firm to proceed forward as fast as 
possible. 
  
Airport Grants: Clear Runway Approach 1, Phase II: One contract signed, need 
timetable from engineering firm; have request to federal and state government. 
 
L&W Conservation Fund:  Stein Park Renovation Project: Received approval 
from the Dept. of Conservation for 95% reimbursement; then received approval 
from the Dept. of Conservation of the inspection and compliments on the project 
so we will receive the final funds due or 5%.   
 
L&W Conservation Fund: Swimming Pool: Grant Application was filed prior to 
the due date in July.  We will know in October/November or sooner.  
 
In conjunction with the Swimming Pool Project, 
Several requests have been written to foundations in the State of Maine requesting 
funding.  I have sent out 6 so far. In addition, requests went out to the town’s 
community, social service and fraternal organizations for funding.  I sent out 12 
requests. 
 
Wellhead Project Grant: Fencing around wells & signage: Wellhead Project 
Grant:  Fencing around wells and signage:  This project is on-going although most 
of it appears to be getting done through the generosity of the ATV Club. 
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8. REPORTS:  Audience, Council 
 

Audience: Richard Hall, Treasurer of the Sebasticook Valley Lodge of Elks, 
questioned when he could pick up his renewal applications. The Town Clerk 
advised him they would be available on the morning of August 8, 2007. 
 

Council:  
 

Councilor Baker: Councilor Baker brought up the numerous acts of vandalism 
that have recently occurred in Manson Park. There was a lengthy discussion 
regarding possible solutions to this problem. The Town will take a multi-faceted 
approach to solving these issues with the following recommendations: Volunteer 
Neighborhood Watch, Police details involving reserve officers on foot patrol 
around Town, additional lighting at key locations at Manson Park and a 
elementary security system. The Town Manager will speak to the Police Chief in 
regards to setting up a meeting at Manson Park with the Committee. 
 

Councilor Hamel: No Comment.  
 

Councilor Philbrick: Absent. 
 

Councilor Jordan: Councilor Jordan questioned the rules for the train blowing 
the horn in Town. It seems that he has been noticing it more often. The Town 
Manager noted that the horn should not be sounded unless there is a problem with 
something on the tracks or there is a malfunction of the system where the bar 
doesn’t go down. It was noted that it could be the Webb Road, Industrial Park or 
other unmarked crossings that the train is blowing the horn at and the sound may 
be carrying. 
 

Councilor Gray: Absent. 
 

Deputy Mayor Fotter: Deputy Mayor Fotter questioned if we took action tonight 
on a property that was acquired in 2005, does this mean that everyone that was 
delinquent in 2005 has a tax lien? The Town Manager noted the property 
foreclosed in 2005, but it was for 2002 taxes. It is a 3-year process. 
 

Mayor Nichols: Wanted to thank Kathryn and all the Town employees for all 
their hard work. The tax rate was lowered yet again. Mayor Nichols really feels 
the Neighborhood Watch being restarted is a good idea. It is important to 
remember that even if things slow down, as far as incidences in the park, we need 
to keep consistent with the Neighborhood Watch. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Fotter and seconded by Councilor Hamel that the 
meeting be adjourned at 8:20 p.m. All in agreement. 
 

      ____________________________ 
      Nicole Nickolan, Town Clerk 


