Minutes

Pittsfield Planning Board

Regular Meeting

October 11, 2016
The Pittsfield Planning Board met on Monday, October 11, 2016 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers of the Pittsfield Municipal Building, 112 Somerset Avenue, Pittsfield, Maine.

Present: Royce Sposato, Jan Laux, Brent Newhouse, Anna Bockis, Vaughan Woodruff and Simone Engelhardt (arrived shortly after the meeting commenced). 
Absent: Matt Bolster, Tom Cote and Morris Pollard.  
Also, Present: Town Manager Kathryn Ruth and Building Inspector Steve Seekins.

1. Chair Royce Sposato opened the meeting at 7:10 pm by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to 
      the flag.
      Chair Royce Sposato authorized associate member Simone Engelhardt to vote due to absent

      members 
2. Motion by Vaughan Woodruff and seconded by Anna Bockis not to adopt the minutes of the 
meeting of September 12, 2016. (motion withdrawn by Vaughan Woodruff) 
     Vaughn Woodruff stated that he did not agree that the motion to table item (5. a) at the last
      Meeting should have been allowed. Chair Royce Sposato advised that the minutes detail what
      happened at the meeting and not whether it was correct or not. 
3. Motion by Jan Laux and seconded by Brent Newhouse to adopt the minutes of the 
meeting of September 12, 2016.
VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE
Note Simone Engelhardt had not arrived at the time of this vote. 
4. Public Hearing: None
5. New Business:

a. Letter from B. R. Newhouse Construction, LLC requesting approval of the temporary storage of gravel at Tax Map 11 Lot 2-1 on Main Street.
Chair Royce Sposato opened the discussion. Bent Newhouse requested the Board approve his request to temporarily stockpile 500 to 1000 yards of gravel on his land on Main Street, Tax Map 11 lot 2-1 (across from the Webb Road). He advised this will be used for his proposed office and repair building for his construction business. 
Brent noted he had an approved Site Plan Review 12 years ago, however, never started the development. He advised he plans to obtain a Site Plan Review approval in the near future. 
Motion by Jan Laux and seconded by Anna Bockis that the request be approved conditional on following the conditions of the letter; that the gravel is not to be placed in the Shoreland Zoning area of the lot; and that gravel placement shall be approved by obtaining a Site Plan Review Approval or be removed by October 11, 2017. 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE

Brent Newhouse abstained from voting.
6. Old Business: 

a. Remove from the table and consider adopting all or sections of the proposed 
Property Maintenance Code of the Town of Pittsfield.
   (Action on this item was tabled by Jan Laux at the 9-12-16 meeting).

Motion by Vaughan Woodruff and seconded by Simone Engelhardt to remove from the table.
VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE

Jan Laux abstained from voting

Chair Royce Sposato opened the discussion and advised the tabled motion was not to adopt any or all of the proposed the Property Maintenance Code of the Town of Pittsfield. The existing sections of the Zoning Ordinance referred to as the Property Maintenance and Screening Ordinance were reviewed. The Code Enforcement Report as of 10-3-16 was reviewed in depth by the Building Inspector and the Town Manager.  Steve Seekins advised he believes with the possible addition of wording to address unregistered vehicles and the addition of a definition for stored materials, that our existing ordinances are sufficient. He stated the town just needs take stronger enforcement action. He suggested enforcement letters from the town attorney be sent to violators that are not responding to town letters.

A copy of the Town of Wilton’s Building and Property Maintenance ordinance was reviewed. 
Kathryn Ruth advised she attended a Maine Municipal Association training on foreclosed properties.   She stated when attendees were asked if their town had issues not knowing who or how to contact the bank on these properties that everyone in the room raised their hand. Many towns had several of these properties.  Currently, the Town has a property on School Street that requires attention.  The trainers referred to these properties as “Zombie foreclosures”. A new state law to assist with addressing these types of properties was just passed by the Legislature.

Steve Seekins reminded the Board that the motion to adopt a vacant building ordinance was infinitely tabled at the last meeting. There was considerable discussion regarding the need to revise our current property maintenance ordinance. It was decided that the board members would review our current ordinance making additions or crossing out what they believe is not needed.  Steve Seekins and Kathryn Ruth will do the same. These will be review at the next meeting held by the Board. 
7. Other items that come before the Board. NONE
8. Adjournment:   
Motion by Vaughan Woodruff and seconded by Anna Bockis that the meeting be adjourned at      8:22 pm.
VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE
Respectfully submitted by: 
Steve Seekins, Building Inspector 
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