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MINUTES 
 

For a regular meeting of the Pittsfield Town Council held on Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at 6:30 
pm in the Council Chambers. 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILORS: Robert Stackhouse, Michael Cianchette, Scott Strom and Heather 
Donahue. ABSENT: Timothy Nichols, Howard Margolskee and Marie Manning.  Also present: 
Town Manager Kathryn Ruth; Finance Clerk Karen Baker; Audience members included Mike 
Gray, Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation (PEEC) Director; Pete Logiodice; Andi 
Vigue, Cianbro President; Tom Ruksznis, Cianbro Equipment, LLC Operations Manager; and 
Don Hallenbeck. 
 
1.  Mayor Stackhouse opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Council observed a moment of silence. 
 
2. Adoption of minutes of the regular meeting held on October 3, 2017. 
 

Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that the minutes of the 
meeting held on October 3, 2017 be adopted. 
 

 VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

3. PRESENTATIONS, CONGRATULATIONS AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
  

Community and Economic Development Activities and Events 
 

SVH Community Health Fair on Saturday, October 21, 2017 from 9 am – Noon at 298 Main 
Street: There will be a Flu Shot Clinic for adults. Exhibits will feature nutrition education, 
health services senior resources and more.  There will be random prize drawings for 
participating in the fair scavenger hunt. The SVH Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Walk 
will also take place with registration at 9:00 am at the MCI football field and the walk 
beginning at 9:45 am.  The walk will start at MCI’s Football Field and end at the Fair 
  
HealthySV Coalition Annual Meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 2017 from 9:00 am – 
12:00 noon at St.Martin’s Episcopal Church in Palmyra 
 
Events Taken Place: 
 
Exciting Egg Festival News:  The 47th Central Maine Egg Festival is on with a whole roster 
of Officers, former members coming back and new volunteers.  Later this month, we will be 
hosting a theme contest for the next egg festival.  The 2018 Egg Festival will be held on 
Monday, July 09, 2018 – Saturday, July14, 2018.  The Kiwanis Karnival will start mid-week 
and continue through Saturday, July 14, 2018.   
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The Officers for 2018 are: 
President:   Steven Cianchette 
Vice-President: Wendy Allen 
Secretary:   Kathryn Ruth 
Treasurer:   Marie Cole 
 
For 2017, we had nearly $18,000 in revenues and under $15,000 in expenses.  Our budget for 
the year was $15,000. As you know, we came together in late April of this year to save the 
Egg Festival – being the Kiwanis Karnival and the Town, which we did.   The Egg Festival 
had been losing money with a loss of $4,147.85 for 2016 and using savings.  I am happy to 
report that we have a profit of $2,312.15 for 2017 to date.  I had noted I would report this as 
soon as I received the information.  Thanks to all who worked on the Egg Festival.  Special 
thanks to Crystal Chute who came forward to put together the Egg Festival Book, which is a 
fundraiser for the Egg Festival.  She did the book and I did the Corporate Sponsors, both of 
which were very successful in raising funds so that we could hold the Egg Festival.  Our 
other funds were from the parking which was very good too and that was manned by Detroit 
Fire Department run by Donnie Chute. 
 
Report on New Business Activity & Opportunities in Pittsfield: 
 
A.  General: 
 
A few private sector business activities remain under review and small projects continue to 
be underway. To address the few remaining available small locations, additional promotional 
pieces beyond our regular promotion of available properties had been provided to economic 
and community development resources and sites.  We have received inquiries about industrial 
park buildings owned by the Town and have provided information on the GE Building that is 
now available.  Other inquiries have been received regarding the available industrial park 
lots.  Most inquiries received this summer and fall for industrial park lots need much larger 
parcels, therefore, we have provided information on private sector opportunities. 
 
The Town has received a number of new inquiries about available buildings in Town and 
provided information and assistance to business representatives collecting information on 
potential sites for their business or client.  Some of the inquiries were from our website 
marketing materials while others were from the economic development information that we 
sent out on the internet.  Still other inquiries were from advertising conducted on behalf of 
the property owners by their real estate agent or themselves.   
 
For the UTC Factory, please see the lengthy history in prior meeting minutes.  The property 
has been acquired by a developer who is located in Southern Maine.  The property is being 
marketed by The Dunham Group for lease opportunities.  The Town has contacted the Lead 
Generation company to discuss the project and future direction as the building is now owned 
by a developer. RCI is working on leads.   
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Cianbro Corporation’s Pittsfield Solar, a 9.9 Megawatt Solar Array Farm received Site Plan 
Review approval at the 03/14/2016 Planning Board Meeting.  This is the first approval in a 
number of approvals required for the project to be built.  This project is currently going 
through the CMP review process and discussions.  The project is under development  
planning and moving forward.  We have heard of good progress and more land is being 
purchased.  Updates and meetings have started up in 03/2017.  Cianbro is in hopes that the 
project will move forward in May 2017 to be completed by year-end.  This is a $24 million-
dollar project.  Meetings are on-going.  Approval to utilize the Town’s right of way for 
electrical lines for the project was approved at the Council Meeting on May 16, 2017.  The 
Tax Increment Financing District Development Plan and Credit Enhancement Agreement 
discussions are now on-going with the documents provided to Cianbro.  Cianbro’s in-house 
legal counsel has provided language amendments.  The calculations of tax shifts are being 
started this week.  The license to work in the public right-of-way has now been issued.  
UPDATE:  The TIF documents are currently under review by Cianbro’s in-house staff 
attorney with questions being referred to the Town’s Attorney for proposed language changes 
to the Town’s standard TIF documents.  The Tax Assessor has completed the calculations for 
the two documents regarding valuation and acreage for the TIF District for this project as 
well as the TIF Districts for all current projects.  The legal review should be completed 
shortly so that the project can be placed on the agenda for consideration to be set to public 
hearing.  The legal review has been completed.  The project is on the agenda at the October 
17, 2017 meeting for a public hearing on the TIF District. 
 
Bangor Savings Bank’s proposed new bank facility on Somerset Avenue to be located next to 
Family Dollar was approved for its site plan review before the Planning Board.  Neighbors in 
favor of the project attended.  We were very impressed with the bank’s plans for the property 
which will be an impressive addition to the community.  The back of the lot will be left in its 
pristine natural condition.  The engineering firm was very professional in its review and 
estimates that the bank will be in service in early 2018.  The project has not yet begun.   
 
The Town continues to work with an upcoming small company Innovative Specialties, with a 
great skillset seeking an expansion in our community in the Industrial Park Phase II.  This 
item was on the agenda for the 04/19/2016 meeting with three actions listed and on the 
agenda for 05/03/2016 with two ordinances set to public hearing and a resolution.  The 
CDBG grant was approved for submittal after a very positive public hearing was held.  The 
grant application was filed by the deadline in May.  The project was approved at the 
09/12/2016 Planning Board Meeting.  All grant paperwork for the Phase II Project 
Development was filed on time at the beginning of October.  The project is under review by 
the State.  An RFP was drafted by the Town and reviewed by the State for engineering 
assistance for Innovative Specialties.  The RFP has been provided to the company along with 
a list of suggested engineers to contact as well as any engineers that Innovative Specialties 
would like to obtain pricing from for assistance with the building.  The Town has received a 
number of approvals and is awaiting the Town Attorney’s review of the Side Agreement with 
Innovative Specialties, LLC so that we can execute all paperwork and start the project.  The 
grant is in the process of encumbrance with the State of Maine.  The engineering firm with 
the low bid was chosen by Chad Dow and is now working on the project’s engineering 
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required to obtain permits for construction.  The owner has requested that the engineering 
firm have the project ready to go out to bid in February 2017.  As of the writing of this 
agenda item, the project remains at the Engineering firm.  The Engineering firm has filed a 
revised site plan for review at the March 13, 2017 Planning Board Meeting.  Approval was 
received.  Additional clearing is required on the property and is expected to start this week.  
The first bills for reimbursement have been received for engineering.  Once this project starts 
up, it will take 10-20 hours a week for months until completion.  The bid package has been 
received for review.  The project is out to bid with a due date for bids of May 01, 2017.  Due 
to extensive engineering revisions, the due date for bids had to be moved back.  When bids 
were received, the bids were very high due to the engineering package that was put out to bid.  
Mr. Dow is reviewing his options at this time and is working on a solution.  UPDATE:  The 
State of Maine has issued a variety of instructions regarding this project.  We are currently 
awaiting an answer to our request to meet in person with the State to discuss options to move 
toward the construction of this project.  We had a very successful meeting with DECD and 
are working on this now. 
 
The Town Council signed the following Business Certificates in 2016: 
1.  Puretech Window Cleaning at 115 Main Street 
2.  Pittsfield Redemption Center at 418 Main Street (new facility under new management on 
the other side of town). 
3.  Andrea Amara for Andrea’s Salon at 11 Huff Road for a hair salon. 
4.  Kimberly Wick for The Sitter Center Daycare at 50 Mount Road 
5.  Steven Lamarre for Off The Wall Collectibles at 129 Morrill Street 
6.  Bag End Suri Alpacas of Maine’s new Farm Store at 226 Snakeroot Road 
7.  Dysart’s expansion for restaurant seating in the North Main Street section of the building 
8.  Lisa Lewia, LMT with her massage therapy business at 15 Gleneagle Court.  This is a 
home occupation. 
 
The Town Council signed the following Business Certificates in 2017: 
1.  Eden Day Spa at 145 Main Street (the corner of Main and Central Streets) 
2.  Artful Alterations owned by Becky Thompson who has returned to our community.  
3.  A New You owned by Terri-Jean Wilkinson which is a new business to open at 113 North 
Lancey Street as of March 1, 2017. 
4.  Simply Efficient by Lorrie Farewell at 811 Main Street on 05/02/2017 
5.  Grandpa’s Specialty Smoked Meats at 117 West Street on 07/18/2017 
6.  Helpfull Hands at 430 Main Street on 07/18/2017 
7.  The Maine Federation of Farmers Markets on 08/15/2017 (new location at Cooper on 
Sebasticook Street). 
8.  The Drooling Goat BBQ (at Stony Knolls Farm) owned by Ken and Janice Spaulding to 
Hathorn Park. 
9.  POPonOVERS at Big Bill’s on Main Street by Nancy Monteryo 
10. Dunkin’ Donuts and Cafua Management Co, LLC  
 
The Town Council will sign a Business Certificate of Welcome to High Tide Low Tide by 
Wayne Dubay at their October 17, 2017 Meeting. 
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The Town Council signed the following Thank You Certificates in 2017: 
1.  Thank You for the great donation of materials by Hancock Lumber for the Hathorn Park 
Cupola. 
 
2.  Thank You to the Businesses supporting the Summer Concert Series:  AAA Energy 
Service Co; Attorney Fred Bachrach; Bolsters Rubbish Removal; Bud’s Shop ‘n Save; 
Cianbro; Curtis Air; Dunkin’ Donuts; Dysart’s Travel Stop; Frost’s Mobil Service; 
Hometown Healthcare Center; Houston-Brooks Auctioneers; Anonymous; Insource 
Renewables; McMann’s Auto; Mike’s Auto Body; Northeast Planning Association; Peoples 
United Bank; Pittsfield Redemption Center; Sebasticook Valley Health; Sebasticook Valley 
Regional Federal Credit Union; Skowhegan Savings Bank; United Insurance; and Varney 
Chevrolet. 
 
The Economic Development Lead Generation Project went well with the issuance of the 
Situational Assessment and recommendations for sectors to promote for business attraction 
for the UTC Facility, SAS Facility and the Pittsfield Industrial Park Expansion, Phase II.  The 
final report was issued in February 2017.  Lead generation is now underway.  One lead was 
obtained to date.  We were advised that the company had expressed interest in one of the 
facilities here in Town and has talked about coming to Pittsfield in February – March 2017.  
No further information has been received.  In April, the Town Manager spoke with the Lead 
Generation company and was marking arrangements to call the company.  There was an 
extensive phone conference regarding how to proceed.  The company has located a lead and 
discussions are now underway regarding background material for the company.  After a 
Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation Director met with the lead generator in Canada, 
we began receiving other types of leads.  PEEC will be discussing the type of leads desired 
for our community with RCI in September 2017 and this meeting was very helpful to define 
future direction.  Leads will be sent to the Town through the end of this year and likely a 
PEEC Representative will be traveling to Boston to represent the Town at 2-3 days of 
meetings with prospective businesses. 
 
In addition, we will continue to work with several companies that wish to expand and/or 
locate in Pittsfield. These are on-going in the development and feasibility phases. 
 
B.  Properties for Sale: 
 
1.  SAS Property:  Please see the lengthy history in prior meeting minutes. We are working 
with SAS intermittently to see if a company can utilize the factory for storage as it is great 
space that is going to waste.  It has been very hard to have any type of deal for a business at 
this facility due to its current organizational structure.  The interested company has made 
contact with the SAS representative and is awaiting approval.  The Town then has followed 
up numerous times to request that there be a decision made.  The Town has now learned that 
proposals will be reviewed on this property so we are working with a company on a proposal 
for a new manufacturing facility.  The company is very interested in this facility. 
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The company has been requested to provide their proposal for the project to the Town in 
writing so that we can proceed ahead.  A proposal has not been received.  It is reported that 
other parties are looking at the facility.  The Town has requested that the company move 
forward.  The Town has not been contacted regarding another non-business use of the lot, 
however, a project seems to be in the planning stages for the future.  The property is not 
listed for sale.  The State of Maine called about the building in late Feb. 2017.  The Trust 
owning the property continues to not have much interest in selling the property. 
 
The Northern Border Regional Commission Grant project is now underway with the issuance 
of the Request for Qualifications for Engineering for the Madawaska sewer line project.  The 
Town has asked for guidance from the federal government on this project and is awaiting a 
phone conference. 
 
2.  Former Sebasticook Valley Health (SVH) Office Building:  The former SVH Offices 
which included the Dental Clinic is now for sale.  This property is in excellent condition 
inside.  The Town has reviewed the facility with SVH Officers and will be listing the 
property to assist in its sale.  SVH is also talking with real estate agents and has now 
officially listed the property for sale in late September 2017. 
 
3.  TD Bank Building:  A legal firm called to obtain real estate and other crucial information 
required for a closing.  An official announcement is coming soon.  The taxes for 2017 have 
been paid. 
 
C.  Projects Under Review: 
 
American Legion: 
The American Legion’s demolition project is well underway with the building coming down 
the week of September 12, 2016.  The demolition was concluded by September 23, 2016.  
Now the Legion is working on the details for the foundation.  The site looks great!  There 
have been many good comments about how nice the area looks.  The foundation has been 
filled in.  The American Legion is looking at options for a modular unit for the property.  
This is such an improvement to the neighborhood.  A project is in the process of being 
planned.  The lawn is being mowed regularly with grass returning to the lot. The American 
Legion continues to look for a suitable modular unit to place on the site. 
 
D.  Somerset Avenue Projects: 
 
Report on Somerset Avenue Sidewalk Project and Impact of the Somerset Avenue Mill & 

Fill Project. 
 
The Town inquired into the changes made in the road by MDOT during the paving in the 
Mill & Fill Project and the resulting water issues by Hartland Avenue.  On 12/07/2015, the 
Public Works Foreman met with the Bangor Division Engineer John Devin about the 
continuous water problems at the end of Somerset Avenue and its intersection with Hartland 
Avenue, a very flat area without enough catch basins in the State system after the mill and fill 
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project. To date, the Town has not been contacted with the proposed solution. MDOT has 
been trying to clean out and explore the catch basin system on Somerset Avenue due to 
issues. There has not been any progress on the drainage issues on the State’s road.  Multiple 
requests have been made and to date, the Town cannot get an answer on how MDOT will 
resolve the extensive drainage issue on the section of Somerset Avenue prior to Hartland 
Avenue.  MDOT has decided that it will complete some renovations to Somerset Avenue to 
address the drainage.  This will involve bidding out the installation of two (2) catch basins 
near the intersection of Somerset Avenue with Hartland Avenue.  This is a very good 
development and when the work is completed, it will be very beneficial for the 
neighborhood. MDOT was called regarding the constant water problems at the location for 
cleanup which has not been taking place.  As far as we know from inquiries, the installation 
of new catch basins is still underway for quotation.  Further inquiries have been made to learn 
the status of this project. 
 

E.  Report on Meetings & Events: 
 
Report on Meetings: 
 
Kennebec Valley Council of Governments (KVCOG) Board of Directors Meeting on 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 at 9:00 am in Fairfield 
200th Bicentennial Committee Meeting on Tuesday, October 10, 2017 at 12:00 noon 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
 
Recycling Committee Meeting on Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 5:30 pm 
Sebasticook Valley Chamber of Commerce (SVCC) Board of Directors Regular Meeting on  
Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 5:00 pm at the Palmyra Office (Re-scheduled) 
HealthySV Annual Meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 2017 at 9:00 am – 12:00 noon in 
Palmyra (Re-scheduled) 
Theatre Committee Meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
Kennebec Regional Development Authority (KRDA) FirstPark Executive Committee 
Meeting on Thursday, October 26, 2017 at 5:00 pm 
 

4.  PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

ORDINANCE 17-07: That the Town of Pittsfield hereby ordains the following listed 
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance: Chapter 13. Zoning Ordinance, Section 4, 
Property Maintenance and Screening and Chapter 13, Zoning Ordinance, Section 4. 
Manufactured Housing. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse asked if anyone wanted to speak against Ordinance 17-07. 
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Peter Logiodice asked a number of questions regarding this particular Ordinance Amendment to 
understand if it includes motor homes and campers, which it does.  He inquired if there was a 
way to change the timeframe for allowing the motor homes and campers.  The Town Manager 
explained that the Town Council could change the timeframe so that it worked better for people 
such as adding one-half or one month on either or both ends of the current proposal from the 
Planning Board.    He advised that he has a problem with the timeline as he believes that people 
should not be prohibited on their property.   
 
The Town Manager advised that the Planning Board brought this up as is it not safe to be living 
in a temporary camper, motor home or some arrangement during the colder weather.  Pete 
advised that the Planning Board stated that it is because of people hooking into other sewer 
lines. The Town Manager advised that she had been told by the Code Officer that there were 2-3 
of these facilities being used for year-round residence in Town.  Pete felt that there were other 
regulations to address improper sewer hookups. 
 
Councilor Cianchette noted that this is also to prevent the neighborhoods from being entirely 
campers.  Peter Logodice believes that being located in-town is different than living in the 
country.  
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding proposed changes in the language to allow citizens to 
have the ability for leeway with the timeframe.   
 
Councilor Donhaue noted that she agreed with Pete that no one should tell her what to do with 
her property.  In addition, her parents come and stay here from April to November and this will 
be an issue.  
 
The Town Manager suggested making a change to the period of time.  The Councilors discussed 
the questions that were provided to the Code Officer and Planning Board.  Some changes were 
made after the Ordinance Committee’s questions were posed, however, not everything was 
revised. 
 
Andi Vigue spoke of the process of appeal in the Ordinance regarding code decisions if that is 
Pete’s concern.   
 
Mayor Stackhouse asked if anyone wanted to speak for Ordinance 17-07.  No comments were 
received. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse closed the public hearing. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that Ordinance 17-07 
be adopted. 
 
The Mayor then recognized the Town Manager who provided a summary on the proposed 
Amendments from the Planning Board for property maintenance and screening; and also 
manufactured housing.  The Town Council received copies of the proposed amendments in 
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their package materials.  These amendments were recommended by the Planning Board 
earlier this year.  We were asked to address them in Fall.  In addition, due to the cost of 
addressing ordinance amendments, they were held to see if any further amendments would 
be brought forth.  The Ordinance Committee previously discussed the proposed 
recommendations on April 04, 2017; clarified that property maintenance relates to only 
vacant properties; and then reviewed the proposed amendments again on September 19, 
2017: 
 
Concern has been expressed about the period of time for the use of camper trailers for 
housing for the summer for individuals who come to Maine for part of the year.  A minor 
change in the period of time would be acceptable and not be considered a substantial change 
in the ordinance amendment. 
                   MOTION FAILS (3-1) 
                          VOTE: NAY – Donahue 
                    AYE – Stackhouse 
                    AYE – Strom 
                          AYE - Cianchette 
 
A discussion took place among the Town Councilors and Town Manager regarding 
separating out the issue of concern and reconsideration of the vote. 
 
Moved by Councilor Donahue and seconded by Councilor Cianchette that the Town 
Council reconsider Ordinance 17-07 to remove Chapter 13, Zoning Ordinance, Section 4. 
Manufactured Housing. 
              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue to move the vote to 
pass as presented. 
                
              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
ORDINANCE 17-08:  That the Town of Pittsfield hereby ordains the following listed 
amendments to the Land Use Definitions Ordinance:  Chapter 13-C, Land Use 
Definitions, Adding “Grounds”. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse opened the Public Hearing. No one wished to speak for or against Ordinance 
17-08. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse closed the public hearing. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Ordinance 17-
08 be adopted. 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-93:  Resolved that the Town Council hold a Public Hearing for the 
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purpose of receiving public comments on the designation of its proposed Pittsfield Solar, 
LLC Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District and the adoption of a 
Development Program for said District. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse asked if anyone wanted to speak against Resolution 17-93. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse asked if anyone wanted to speak for Resolution 17-93 
 
PEEC Director Michael Gray indicated that on behalf of the Pittsfield Economic Expansion  
Corporation, I am here this evening to indicate our support for the Pittsfield Solar, LLC Tax  
Increment Financing District.  PEEC has worked with Cianbro on this potential project over  
several months to create a win-win situation for both the Town and Cianbro. 

 
The TIF makes good business sense for both the Town and Cianbro.  It helps to make  
possible one of the largest most expensive projects that the Town will ever see within its  
boundaries.  This is a project of significant importance to the State of Maine in promoting  
the use of solar power.  The largest solar project to go on line in the State will be located  
right here in Pittsfield due to Cianbro’s ability to diversify and seek new opportunities.  For  
the Town, it creates a revenue stream to fund economic development assistance for the  
community for future projects and grants. 

 
The Town of Pittsfield is very fortunate to have Cianbro’s corporate office located here  
within our community and to have the benefit of all of the Cianbro developments within our  
boundaries.  We rarely have an opportunity to help our largest business.  PEEC was pleased  
to be able to provide assistance on this project and believes that this is a very important  
project for our community. 

 
I would encourage the Town Council to pass this Tax Increment Financing District this  
evening.  Thank you.   

 
Andi Vigue, President of Cianbro indicated that the town has been supportive of the project and 
thanked the Town Council and Town Manager for their support and assistance.  Today, Cianbro 
had people in Town taking pictures from across the country.  This project will bring a lot of 
long-term benefits to the Town.  It will invest money back into the community. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse closed the public hearing. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Ordinance 17-
08 be adopted. 
 
The Mayor then recognized the Town Manager. The Town Council had received a copy of 
the proposed Tax Increment Financing District and Development Program for Pittsfield 
Solar, LLC.  This district designation has taken several hundred hours to put together 
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involving many people given its complexity.  The Town Manager had prepared a summary 
of Tax Increment Financing and how this state law incentive works.  However, questions 
were not asked this evening from the audience and the Council is familiar with TIFs from 
our prior ones, therefore, she will not be making a presentation this evening.   
 
The Town Manager briefly explained the overall TIF in response to questions from the 
Town Councilors.  The valuation estimate from the Tax Assessor is contained in the charts.  
This amount is lower than the estimated cost of the project as the estimated cost includes 
extensive soft costs such as engineering, development of the project, license fees and other 
costs.  It was recommended that the amount of taxes to be available to the Town be evened 
out over the 20-year period so that there would be a reasonably steady income source for the 
Town for acceptable projects under the State Law.  As this project is located along a busy 
state road as well as a town road in the rural section of town, capital projects, which have to 
be in the district itself, such as sidewalks, sewer and water mains were not relevant.  The 
Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation (PEEC) recommended that the funds to be 
allocated to the Town from the taxes assessed each year be used for Economic Development 
assistance for the Town Manager as well as match for economic development grants.  
Information was provided on the term, potential projects and when the project is estimated 
to go on-line. This project would be highly beneficial to the Town and the staff.  Having a 
TIF is especially beneficial to the Town given that a high valuation for a few years will 
increase the MSAD#53 assessment and Somerset County Tax Assessment as well as reduce 
the Town’s State Revenue Sharing allocation and have a large impact on the State Education 
Subsidy to MSAD#53.  
 
                          VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

5.  REPORTS:   
       

A. COUNCIL COMMITTEES:  FINANCE, ORDINANCE & RECYCLING: NONE 
 

B.  BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES BY TOWN COUNCILORS AND 
MANAGER 

 
Councilor Howard Margolskee, who is away this evening, submitted the following 
report for the Bicentennial Committee meeting held on October 10, 2017: 
 
1.  The sale of sweatshirts is picking up. There has also been a burst of cap sales as well. 
A second order for sweatshirts has been placed. 
2.  Over 25 possible activities/events for the Bicentennial celebration were discussed. 
Pros and cons and possible timing of these activities were also discussed. It was apparent 
that some could be done at various times leading up to the Celebration during the 2018-
19 year.  
3.  Suggestions and priorities were discussed with the next step to create a more 
structured timeline. This will be reviewed by the Executive Committee before the next 
regularly scheduled Committee meeting. 
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4.  This will then form the definitive skeleton for the Bicentennial Celebration. It will 
also form the basis for generating interest with local businesses and other interested 
parties to get involved.  Hopefully this can be presented to the Council at the second 
meeting in November or in December. 
5.  Next meeting is 11/14 at noontime. 
 

C. Town Manager's Report: Town Council Meeting of 10/17/2017: 
 

1. The FYI Folder:  FYI Folder which contains items that come in between the Town 
Council Meetings has the following this evening:  READ List. 
 

2. 2017 Tax Bills Summary:  Just a quick reminder that 2017 Taxes are due on Friday, 
October 20, 2017. 

 
3.  November Municipal and SAD #53 Ballot:   
 
Council:  At Large:  Matthew Bolster and District #2:  Caleb Curtis 
 
SAD #53:    Margaret Holmes, Amy Wilson and Michael Wyly.   
One position will remain vacant and require appointment by the Town Council until the 
next regular election.  Generally, MSAD#53 will supply a name to the Town Council for 
consideration. 

4.  Pittsfield Public Library News:  Events coming up: 
 
Saturday, October 21st 10:30    Self-Publish with Create Space 
Yvonne Blake will talk about the benefits and disadvantages of self-publishing, as well 
as when and why a person might self-publish rather than go through the traditional 
method of publishing.  She will go through the process of how to set up an account, 
work with a formatted template, design a cover, and the various benefits of working with 
CreateSpace. This is open to everyone, but will be the how the Pittsfield Bicentennial 
book will be likely published.   
 
Wednesday, November 8th at 6 PM – 7 PM    From Foe to Friend: German Prisoners of 
War in Maine. Hank Lunn will tell his personal story of having German soldiers working 
on the family farm in Littleton, Aroostook County, Maine during World War II. For more 
information, please call the library 487-5880. 

 
5.  Spirit of America Award Ceremony:   
The Spirit of America Award Ceremony was held on Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at 
6:00 pm in the Superior Court Room of the Somerset County Building at 41 Court 
Street.  The Town received an award for our efforts with volunteerism.  More 
importantly, this is the last ceremony of the year to recognize our former Police Chief 
Steven Emery – the award was given in his memory.  Steve daughters Tiffany and 
Alison accepted the award in his memory.  Photographs are on the Town’s website.    
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6.  NEW BUSINESS: 
 

ORDER 17-03:  Ordered that the Town Council Adopt the following Order 
designating the Pittsfield Solar, LLC Municipal Development and Tax Increment 
Financing District 
 
It is hereby Ordered as follows: 

 
 1. That, under and pursuant to the provisions of Title 30-A, Chapter 206 of the Maine 

Revised Statutes, as amended, the development program and financial plan entitled 
“Pittsfield Solar, LLC Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District” as 
presented to this meeting and a copy of which is hereby incorporated herein by reference 
and as part of the minutes of this meeting, is hereby approved as the Development 
Program for the District and for the reasons set forth therein, the Town finds and 
determines that:  designation of the District and pursuit of the Development Program will 
make a contribution to the economic growth or well-being of the Town and the 
betterment of the health, welfare or safety of its inhabitants, including employment 
opportunities, retirement community services, broadened and improved tax base and 
economic stimulus, constituting good and valid public purposes and any adverse 
economic effect on or detriment to any existing business is outweighed by the 
contribution made by the District and the Development Program to the economic growth 
or well-being of the Town and the betterment of the health, welfare and safety of its 
inhabitants, and the Town further makes the other findings and determinations as set 
forth in said Development Program and the Exhibits thereto; and 

 
 2. That the area of the Town of Pittsfield entitled “Pittsfield Solar, LLC Municipal 

Development and Tax Increment Financing District” as more particularly described in 
said Development Program is hereby designated as a development district and a tax 
increment financing district and such designation shall automatically become final and 
shall take full force and effect upon receipt by the Town of approval of the District by the 
Maine Department of Economic & Community Development, without the requirement of 
any further action by the Town, the Municipal Officers or any party; and 

  
 3.   That the percentage of increased assessed value of said District to be retained as 

captured assessed value in accordance with the Development Program is hereby 
established as set forth in the Development Program and Financial Plan; and 

 
 4.  That the Town Manager is hereby authorized and directed, on behalf of the Town of 

Pittsfield, Maine to execute and submit to the Commissioner of Economic and 
Community Development for approval such applications and further documentation as 
may be necessary or appropriate for final approval and establishment of the Pittsfield 
Solar Pittsfield LLC Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District and 
its Development Program and financial plan pursuant to 30-A M.R.S.A. Chapter 206; and 
the Town Manager be, and hereby is, authorized and empowered, at his discretion, from 
time to time, to make such technical revisions to the Development Program for the 
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District as he deems reasonably necessary or convenient in order to facilitate the process 
for review and approval of the District by the Department of Economic and Community 
Development, so long as such revisions are not inconsistent with this Article or the basic 
structure and intent of the Development Program; and 

 
 5.   That upon approval of the Commissioner of DECD, the Town Manager is hereby 

authorized and directed on behalf of the Town of Pittsfield to execute and deliver, a 
Credit Enhancement Agreement substantially in the form to be approved by the 
Municipal Officers; and 

 
 6.  That under and pursuant to the provisions of Title 30-A, Chapter 206 of the Maine 

Revised Statutes, as amended, a capital improvement program consisting of the design 
and construction of the Public Improvements described in the Pittsfield Solar, LLC 
Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District Development Program is 
hereby approved. 

 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that Order 17-03 
be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted this is the required Order under the State law to approve the 
Tax Increment Financing District and Development Program previously discussed during 
and after the public hearing for Pittsfield Solar. 
 

                             VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
RESOLUTION 17-114: Resolved that the Town Council authorize the Town Manager 
to sign a two (2) year extension of the current postage meter lease with MailFinance in 
an amount to not exceed $1,632.84 for 2017 and $1632.84 for 2018. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that Resolution 
17-114 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted in December 2016 after not receiving any bids in response to 
a Request for Proposals for a Postage Meter lease, the Town was able to successfully 
negotiate a one-year extension.  The cost of that extension was $23.16 per year more 
than the former lease or a total yearly cost of $1,631.20. 

 
This year, MailFinance has offered a two (2) year lease option when contacted about 
pricing for future years. The cost of the lease proposed is $1.64 more per year. The cost 
to go out to bid is much more than this and it is likely that we will not receive any bids 
as we have been told that Postage Meter companies like to make proposals rather than 
bidding on governmental services. 

 
Given that the price increase is approximately 14 cents/month more, this is a good 
bargain 
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                             VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 
RESOLUTION 17-115: Resolved that the Town Council authorize the Town Manager 
and Public Works Foreman to expend $38,869.00 for materials to replace the Chevy 
Wheeler Dump.Sander Body and authorize the Town Manager and Deputy Treasurer to 
transfer $38,869.00 from PITT#5 Highway Equipment Reserve G-1-601-00 for same. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Strom that Resolution 
17-115 be adopted. 

 
The Town Manager noted the Town Council received a detailed agenda write-up from 
Public Works Foreman Steven Vance.  We will need to amend the amount on the agenda 
submittal from $38,869 down to $35,869.  Verification has been received from the 
Public Works Foreman that the figure should be $35,869. 
 
The Public Works Department proposes that the Town Council accept the quote as provided by 
HP Fairfield for the Everest SDS-13 S.S. 4 Season Dump/Spreader Body with 24” Cab Shield, 
Adjustable Spinner Assembly, 18” Poly Spinner Disk, Adjustable Poly Spreader Chute, Central 
Grease Manifold, Grease Take Up for Chain Tension, Fold Up Ladder, Basket for Hoist, Rear 
Hinge, Single Acting Telescoping Hoist, New Hydraulic Lines Under Body Before Installation 
of Body, Summer Chute for Shouldering with above described body to be installed by HP 
Fairfield onto existing 1999 Chevy Kodiak Wheeler Chassis. 
 

The Town of Pittsfield P.W. Department shall remove the existing 4 Season Dump/Spreader 
Body from the existing Chevy Kodiak Wheeler Chassis before it is delivered to H.P. Fairfield for 
Installation of the New Everest SDS-13 S.S. 4 Season Dump/Spreader Body. 

 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Resolution 
17-115 be amended to read $35,869. 
 

                             VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Resolution 
17-115 be adopted as amended. 

 
                   VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 
RESOLUTION 17-116: Resolved that the Town Council move the regularly scheduled 
Town Council Meeting of 11/07/2017 to 11/08/2017 due to the election. 
 
Moved by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that Resolution 
17-116 be adopted. 

 
The Mayor noted this is a housekeeping item as the Election is on Tuesday, therefore, 
the Council Meeting would be on Wednesday. This is the first budget session. 
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                             VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

7.  DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
A. Financial Reports as of 09/30/2017 
 Budget Expenditure Report 
 Revenue Collections Report 
 Tax Acquired Property Report 
 Economic Development Revolving Loan Update 
 Housing Revolving Loan Update 
 Transfer Station /Recycling Monthly Report 
 Theatre Monthly Report 
 Excise Tax Collections Comparison Report 
 State Revenue Sharing Comparison Report 
 Personal Property Tax Collection Report 
 Real Estate Property Tax Collection Report 
 
B. Other Reports as of 09/30/2017 
 Building and Plumbing Permit Reports 
 Library Report – Librarian’s and Library Trustees Minutes 
 Police Report 
 

The Town Manager advised of the following: 
 
Budget Expenditure Report:  75.0% of period; 65.6% of municipal, 59.5% municipal, 
water & sewer (depreciation and transfers done by Auditor so percentage will increase) 
 
Revenue Collections Report: 75.0% period; 61.6% municipal, 62.9% municipal, water 
& sewer  
 
Excise Tax Collections Comparison Report:  For this period, $-13,105.94 behind 2016 
collections at this time of the year.  
 
State Revenue Sharing Comparison Report:  For this period, $4,472.25 ahead of 2016 
collections.  This account needs to be watched closely as it continues to fall behind. 
 

 The remainder of the Financial Reports are self-explanatory. 
 
      Updates – General: 
 

Water Projects/Issues:  
In addition to normal daily duties and customer needs,  
 
The Water Department has been busy with the following: 
Hydrant flushing. 
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Winterizing hydrants. 
Dealt with sewer main issue Main St. (still needs more work) 
Dealt with pump failure at Parrilo Drive sewer pump station 
Assisting Public Works with multiple projects. (winter sand, Raymond St. culvert,  
Industrial Park field compaction) 
 
The Sewer Department has been busy with the following: 
Dealt with sewer main issue Main St. (still needs more work) 
Dealt with pump failure at Parrilo Drive sewer pump station 
Addressing the private pump station backup at the motel with the owner, providing 
assistance and suggestions.  The pump station backed up, the motel owner arranged for 
people to go to another motel, brought in professionals to address the pump and 
cleaning. 
Assisting the Public Works Department with multiple projects. 
 
Police Chief Arrives 
The new Police Chief is currently commuting here to work and will be settled in at the 
beginning of November. 
 
Code Enforcement Update 
 Discussed the updated Code Enforcement Listing. I am working with the CEO 
regarding the report that he provided.  More staff work will be required before any 
violations, at least on this list, are referred to the Town Attorney.  In most cases, at least 
another Violation letter needs to be sent as we would need some letters dated in 2017. 
 
Legislation on Marijuana Sales and Social Clubs:  Councilor Strom, who is also our 
State Representative, updated the Town Councilors on what has been taking place at the 
Legislature regarding this issue. 
 
Economic Development CDBG for Innovative Specialties, LLC for $260,000:   
Chad Dow, the owner continues to compile the information needed to revise the project 
for the grant funding as recommended by the Director of the CDBG program.  The 
Town has the paperwork for the employee hiring program toward the number of 
positions required on the grant and we will assist the business once we hear back on the 
financing process. 
 
Economic Development CDBG for Main Street Sidewalk Project for $250,000:   
The Town had until October 31, 2017 to submit the Phase II paperwork including all 
permits and to meet all requirements in Phase II Project Development.  Therefore, all 
permits, job information, final budget and a host of other regulations must be met.  The 
normal Phase II Project Development is 6 months, however, the few business projects 
approved have been reduced to Phase II Project Development in 3 months.  As of the 
last meeting of the many environmental reviews were started for the area of the 
sidewalk from Main/Somerset to Main/Stinson (back entrance to the Industrial Park).  I 
have been advised by one federal department to enter the environmental federal portal.  
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The last time that I worked on this, it ended up taking all of a night to get the various 
possibilities of endangered species.  This work was completed the weekend after the 
last Town Council Meeting.  The materials required for the submission package are 
well underway. It turns out that due to the Town needing an additional environmental 
step not related to the actual sidewalk project, the Town had until 10/13/2017 to get the 
full Phase II package down to DECD, which was accomplished.   
 
Northern Border Regional Grant for $250,000 
Request for Qualifications for the Madawaska Sewer Rehabilitation Project – 
Engineering & Design Services was issued with bids due on August 11, 2017.  We 
received 4 bids with varying degrees of pricing and other information.  The Town is 
required to issue a Qualifications rather than Proposals so we have to rank the proposals 
on a host of items which includes cost.  So this is not a low bid item.  Most bids are 
over the initial pricing that we had received in order to put together the initial grant 
application.  We will need to discuss this more with the federal government.  No 
response yet from the federal government.  We would need to verify that our project is 
eligible without the business that we applied with which has been meandering around 
the entire State now, not settling anywhere.  We are waiting for verification from the 
federal government on how to proceed with this project.  This project is still on hold as 
no word yet.  
 

8. REPORTS:  Audience, Council 
             
Audience: 
 
Mike Gray:  Noted that he had an e-mail from Marie asking what PEEC is, if it is  
profit or non-profit and does it have a website?  He indicated that PEEC is the  
Pittsfield Economic Expansion Corporation that was formed in 1995 due to the  
Industrial Park projects.  PEEC acts on referrals and meets when projects are taking  
place.  PEEC acts as the Town’s Economic Development Committee.  PEEC would  
not have its own website as it is listed on the Town’s website.  Councilor 
Donahue asked if Mike would ever see PEEC as more proactive.  Mike Gray  
advised that PEEC is totally proactive and works on many projects.  PEEC is for  
projects that are vetted and does not deal with projects that are not viable, therefore,  
the basis for referrals.   He discussed some of the projects that PEEC was involved with 
such as the lead generation company in Canada.  The Town Manager explained that 
a number of leads were being generated for the UTC Facility as well as other locations 
in Town for a business visit of some nature.  This will take a while to put together and 
likely will take place in January – February 2018.  The Mayor noted that the Cianbro 
Institute would probably not be open without the efforts of PEEC.   
 
Council: 
 
Councilor Manning: Absent. 
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Councilor Donahue: Mentioned LD 725 for Food Sovereignty.  At this time, Maine is 
in violation of the USDA program. If this is not corrected, we would be down to 1 
inspection agent in the State.  We would have to sell or dispose of everything within 30 
days.  This is a big deal for all small farms.  The Legislature is working on fixing this 
law.  Asked when we renew the retail and social club moratorium on marijuana.  
Kathryn noted that it is next year after the State’s current date.   
 
Councilor Margolskee: Absent. 
 
Deputy Mayor Nichols: Absent. 
 
Councilor Strom: Noted that he was pleased to attend the Jones’ 75th Anniversary and 
even more pleased to have been able to present them with a Legislative Sentiment.  He 
advised that they are doing well, however, will not be coming back to Pittsfield to 
rebuild.  The Jones will be staying with one of their daughters. 
 
Councilor Cianchette:  Indicated that he usually does not do this, however, tonight he 
did want to bring up two issues.  This summer there was an open vote for the school 
board and 17 articles presented.  Article 17 said if the State approved more dollars that 
the approval in that article indicated that the School Board would spend the dollars as 
they saw fit.  Mike advised that he voted nay and was the only one.  He believes the 
State gave $140,000 more to SAD#53.  Now the school board gets to spend that money 
how they see fit.  Mike is very concerned with the lack of voter participation.  Second, 
He is bothered that history is being re-written regarding Columbus Day and takes 
offense on having it changed to Indigenous People Day.  While he has no issue with 
Indigenous People Day, he does have an issue with Columbus Day being forgotten in 
history and going away so that another holiday can be added. 
 
Mayor Stackhouse: Indicated that the new Police Chief is meeting with businesses and 
citizens as we discussed during the interviews as being important.  Congratulations to 
POPonOVERs for their great opening and success.  He was pleased to attend the Spirit 
of America Award with the Town Manager to see Steve Emery’s daughters receive the 
award in Steve’s memory.  Thanked Representative Strom for the legislative updates.  
Advised of vandalism at the Pinnacle.  The Town Manager will check into this further.   
Congratulated Bud and Barbara Jones on their 75th Anniversary. The Mayor thanked 
those who attended the meeting – Mike Gray, Cianbro and Don.  The Mayor thanked 
the Town Manager for all of her great work as the Town has a lot going on and projects 
are moving forward for the Town’s future. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Councilor Cianchette and seconded by Councilor Donahue that the 
meeting be adjourned at 8:12 p.m. All in agreement. 
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      VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 
 

________________________ 
             Nicole Nickolan, Town Clerk 


