
 

 

 

Minutes 

Pittsfield Planning Board 

November 14, 2018 
 
The Pittsfield Planning Board met on Wednesday November 14, 2018 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers of 

the Pittsfield Municipal Building, 112 Somerset Avenue, Pittsfield, Maine. 

 
Members Present: Jan Laux, Vaughan Woodruff, Simone Engelhardt, Royce Sposato, Brent Newhouse, Ron 

Watson, Tom Cote, Morris Pollard and Anna Bockis. Members absent: None’ Also Present: Attorney Richard 

McCarthy, Jolene Deering and her husband, Dale Small, Glenn Donelan, Regina Donelan, Kathryn Ruth Town 

Manager and Building Inspector Steve Seekins. 

                                                                                                                                                               

1. Chair Jan Laux opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. Jan Laux advised 

that the new Streaming Video System is now on line and filming this meeting.  
 

2. Adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of October 15, 2018 

 

Motion by Tom Cote seconded by Vaughan Woodruff to adopt the minutes of the October 15, 2018. 

 

                                                                                                             VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
3. Public Hearing: None 

 

4. New Business:  
 

Minor Subdivision application for the Small Family 4 lot Subdivision of lot 58 of Tax Map 17 at 249 Bean’s 

Corner Road.  

 

Jan Laux open the discussion by asking Attorney Richard McCarthy to make his comments on the request for the 

proposed subdivision. Attorney McCarthy advised that the lot was originally deeded to the siblings of Walter Small as 

a group. The request is now to deed the lots individually to each sibling. He explained that permitting would be more 

difficult if it was determined the Hood Brook was considered to be a direct watershed to a great pond (Sibley Pond).  

Jan Laux started the review of the Finding of Fact document. He asked if it was safe to assume that every one has 

read the documents, there was  no responded. Jan Laux asked if anyone has on issue with the first few pages of the 

Finding of Fact document. Since no one said they did he asked the members to turn to page 15-6. Item 6.3 -B- 3. It 

was noted that the flood zone was not shown on the map provided. Attorney Richard McCarthy directed the members 

to exhibit 11 in the application information, which was a copy of the National Flood Insurance Program FIRM Flood 

Insurance Rate Map Town of Pittsfield Community-Panel Number 230127-0010 C. This map shows the flood zone is 

located at the rear of the proposed lots. Steve Seekins advised that board should consider if they are comfortable with 

accepting exhibit 11 as acceptable for showing the food zone location. It was pointed out the town’s flood and 

shoreland ordinances addresses requirements for building in these areas. Jan Laux asked for a motion to accept the 

information as presented.  

 

Motion by Tom Cote and seconded by Simone Engelhardt to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
Item 6.3 -B- 4 Map acceptance  

Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Simone Engelhardt to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 



 

 

 
Item 6.3 -B-5 Map presented provides space for endorsement by the board and margin space approved by registry of 

deeds,  

Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Tom Cote to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

Item 6.3 C., items 6.3 D. 1, 2, and 3 information required on map. 
Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Tom Cote to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
Item 6.3-D-8 addition map information.  

Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Simone Engelhardt to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
Item 6.3-D-9 

Steve Seekins advised that the notices to the abutters were mailed on 11-5-18 not 11-2-18. 

 

Item 6.3-D-11 map lack showing locations of existing buildings and vegetation areas. Attorney Richard McCarthy 

advised there are buildings on lots 4 & 5 and the photos on maps shows vegetation area.  

Motion by Simone Engelhardt and seconded by Tom Cote to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 
Item 6.3 D-14 Locations of zoning districts. Attorney Richard McCarthy explained that the location of these districts 

can be seen on the town zoning maps and flood zone maps.  

Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Tom Cote that the explanation by Richard McCarthy be accepted. 

                                                                                                               VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

Item 6.3-D-16 Requirement for map information to be supplied to the tax accessor in computer form. Attorney 

Richard McCarthy states he will provide this information at a later date.  

Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Simone Engelhardt that this information will be supplied by Attorney 

Richard McCarthy to be accepted by the tax accessor.  

                                                                                                               VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

Item 6.3-D-19 Location of Flood-prone areas. See exhibit 11 of the submittal information.  

Motion by Tom Cote and seconded by Anna Bockis to accept the information as presented 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
 

Item 6.3-D-25 Areas of high to moderate value wild life locations. This information is shown on the map of exhibit 9 

and 10 of the submittal information.  

Motion by Tom Cote and seconded by Brent Newhouse that the conditions of this item have been satisfied,  

 

VOTE: AYE Jan Laux, Vaughan Woodruff, Simone Engelhardt, Royce Sposato, Brent Newhouse, 

Ron Watson, Tom Cote, and Morris Pollard. Nay: Anna Bockis 

 
Item 6.3-D-26 Is the proposed subdivision in the direct watershed of a great pond? In viewing the 

information in the town’s comprehensive plan, it was determined that Hood Brook drains into Canaan Bog 

Stream and Canaan Bog and its small pond before entering Sibley. The board determined that the proposed 

subdivision is not in the direct watershed of a great pond/Sibley Pond.  
Motion by Anna Bockis and seconded by Tom Cote to waive the requirement for this item.  

VOTE: AYE Jan Laux, Anna Bockis, Simone Engelhardt, Royce Sposato, Brent Newhouse, Ron 

Watson, Tom Cote and Morris Pollard. Nay: Vaughan Woodruff.  

 
Article 14 Waivers.  



 

 

 
Motion by Tom Cote and seconded by Simone Engelhardt that the recording requirement of Article 14 be provided 

and noted on the plan map.  

 

Motion by Royce Sposato and seconded by Tom Cote that the approval of the Subdivision Plan be tabled until the 

next meeting.  

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 
Motion: 

Motion by Tom Cote and seconded by Simon Engelhardt that the final approval of the plan is conditional on the re-

submittal of the plan with indication of the waivers granted.  

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE

  

5.   Old Business: None 

 

6. Other items that come before the Board:  

 
There was discussion lead by Ron Watson and Vaughan Woodruff on the need to simplify this ordinance. KVCOG 

may have helpful information on this. Simone Engelhardt spoke the need to address build maintenance. Vaughan 

Woodruff stated that Town of Pittsfield should have more voice in Augusta on the issue of building codes. Vaughan 

Woodruff stated the town should consider regulation of cigarette advertising signs. Morris Pollard has concerns on 

the safety of a house on route 2. Steve Seekins, he will look into the issues with the home.  

                             

7.    Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Tom Cote and seconded by Royce Sposato that the meeting be adjourned. 

 

                                                                                                              VOTE: UNANIMOUS AYE 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Steve Seekins, Building Inspector  


