TOWN OF PITTSFIELD 

REUSE TIPS

          Recycling is great, but reusing items can save even more energy and resources!

Who Can Reuse?

Everyone can reuse items. YOU can start by reusing items for their original purposes. Buy reusable and refillable food containers. Repair broken or worn items. Patch clothing, mend shoes, and re-upholster furniture.  Even if you can not use something again, someone else probably can. You can give away clothes, magazines, furniture, and other items.  Possible places to donate are nursing homes, day care facilities, schools, libraries, churches and the Salvation Army.  If you are not sure that a facility needs something, call first to make sure.  Please consider our new Reuse Center that is open on Saturdays from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  

If you determine that an item can not be reused for its original purpose, you can be creative.  You will soon find that much of what you thought was trash is really made up of valuable resources. Reuse allows you to get the most out of the products you buy and saves money too. Additionally, reusing products conserves natural resources and saves valuable landfill space.

Here are just a few Reuse Tips:

GLASS can be very helpful for in-home storage of many materials:

· Punch holes in small jar caps to create a cheese or spice shaker.

· Keep nails, screws and other small bits & pieces in jars for easy access.

· Reuse glass jars to store food, hardware and other useful household items.

· Turn a large pickle jar into a cookie jar.

.

PAPER is the largest component of our waste stream: 

· Cut up one-sided flyers and use the pieces for notepaper to keep by the telephone or use for shopping lists.

· Write shopping lists on junk mail return envelopes or any used envelope and carry your coupons inside the envelope.

· Wrap postal packages in brown paper bags that have been saved.

· Reuse gift wrap to line shelves and drawers.

· Donate children's books to daycares, and preschools in your area.

· Encourage your children to trade comic books with friends instead of buying new ones.

· Cover reference books and textbooks with paper bags, posters, old maps, gift wrap or fabric pieces to protect the covers.  This will help your books last longer and they will slide on and off the shelf a lot more easily.

· Instead of buying books, borrow from libraries and friends.  Libraries, hospitals, community centers and senior citizen homes can use books and magazines that you no longer need. 

· Used text books can be found at university and college bookstores.

· Give children unwanted papers, cardboard scraps and packaging – you will be surprised at their creativity!
Credits:  Recycling tips came from the following sources:  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; Mid-America Regional Council; MDEP; State of Maine Planning Office; State of New York Environmental Department; Waste Prevention World; Reuse Development Organization (ReDO); Greater Vancouver Regional District; DonateNZ; Earth Day Canada and Town of Pittsfield staff & committee members.
