
Town Manager's Report: Town Council Meeting of 03/18/2014: 

 
1_ The FYI Folder:  FYI Folder which contains items that come in between the Town 

Council Meetings has the following this evening:  READ List.  NONE  

 

2.  Tax Acquired Property Sale:  The second TAP sale is underway for the three tax acquired 

properties that the prior owners did not have any interest in establishing a tax payment plan for and 

which need to be in the private sector in order to re-develop them.  The Town is soliciting bids for the 

sale of the municipality’s interest in tax-acquired properties. Each bid must be in writing and in a 

sealed envelope marked “Proposal - Tax Acquired Property” and “Parcel #___” on the exterior and 

addressed to the Town of Pittsfield. Each bid is to be for one property only; individuals wishing to bid 

on two or more of the parcels must submit a separate bid for each one in a separate envelope. Please 

mark the envelope with the parcel #.  All bids must be received at the Pittsfield Town Office, Attention 

Deputy Tax Collector, 112 Somerset Avenue, Pittsfield, ME 04967-1432 by April 23, 2014 at 11:00 

a.m., at which time they will be publicly opened.  Late bids will not be opened or considered.   

 

A certified check, bank money order, or postal money order in an amount not less than twenty percent 

(20%) of the quotation price, shall be included as a deposit on the quoted price.  Also included, the 

proposer’s name, mailing address and daytime phone number; a narrative statement as to what the 

proposer intends to do with the property and within what time frame. Failure to submit the narrative 

statement or the deposit shall cause the quotation to be automatically rejected.  

 

The properties for sale are described on the Town’s tax maps and minimum bids are required: 

Parcel           Parcel Description                   Minimum Bid Partial Description 

   1                   Map 23, Lot 56                        $6,000.00                Land only, +/- 0.38 acres 

   2                   Map 25, Lot 68                        $8,500.00                Building & Land, +/- 0.20 acres  

   3                   Map 29, Lot 25                        $8,000.00                  Building & Land, +/- 0.47 acres 

 

The tax maps and other public information concerning the properties may be viewed at the Town 

Office during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Monday through Friday or by calling 

(207) 487-3136.  Please visit Pittsfield’s website for more details: www.pittsfield.org. 

 

This is the second bid and the amounts requested cover the town’s costs (taxes, interest, costs, legal, 

transfer tax and recording fees, etc.) 

 

3.  American Red Cross Real Hero Awards:  The Real Heroes Nominating Committee of the Pine 

Tree Chapter of The American Red Cross has selected town employees for their awards.  Police Chief 

Steve Emery, Officer Jeff Vanadestine and Firefighter Ryan Michael Havey were selected for this 

honor for their life saving efforts on October 7, 2013 when a car accident victim was pulled from the 

Sebasticook River.  Their efforts definitely saved a life that day.  The Annual American Red Cross 

Real Heroes Breakfast will take place on Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 7:30 am at Jeff’s Catering & 

Event Center in Brewer.  Due to everyone’s work schedules and appointments, the Fire Chief will be 

representing the Town at this event.  We have honored the recipients at two local ceremonies for their 

excellent work.  The Red Cross breakfast will be a great event for the employees and their families. 

 

4.  Student Art Show at the Pittsfield Public Library:  An exhibit of student artwork will be on 

display at the Pittsfield Public Library from Monday, March 24th, until Friday, April 4th, 2014. The 

show is a collaboration between Warsaw Middle School and MCI students and features select, high 

quality artwork. An opening will be held Wednesday, March 26th, from 4:00-5:30pm, and is open to 

artists and their families as well as the public. Please contact Ashley Pillsbury, Warsaw Middle School 

Art Teacher, at apillsbury@msad53.org with questions or for more details. 
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Hold for 04/01/2014 Meeting due to necessity to discuss other community items: 

 

5. Sebasticook Regional Land Trust Farm & Habit Ride:  The Town has been contacted by 

representatives of the Land Trust to start the collection of information for the 2nd Annual Farm & 

Habitat Ride.  This year, the group is going to check all schedules to try to plan the ride on a day that 

another significant bike ride is taking place.  This will lead to more participants as many of the regular 

bicyclists were at a large biking event.  As soon as the date is chosen, we will start to promote and 

publicize the bike ride and padding event. 

 

6.  Central Maine Egg Festival:  The Central Maine Egg Festival is seeking members for their Board 

of Directors.  The Officers were chosen in 2013 and now the group needs to vote in members for 

several director positions as well as fill vacancies for committee chairs.  Our February meeting was re-

scheduled several times due to storms and conflicts.  The regular March meeting took place with the 

next meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 10, 2014.  All of the volunteer organizations will be invited 

to the meeting in order to participate and share ideas.     

 

The Central Maine Egg Festival will be held Monday, July 14, 2014 – Saturday, July 19, 2014. 

 

7.  Airport 2014-2018 Capital Improvement Plan:  MDOT has released the joint Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) and Burea of Planning (BP) Airport Capital Plan (ACIP).  The following 

projects are listed: 

 2014  Airport Master Plan Update (including Wildlife Hazard Site Plan $150,000 

2015 No project 

2016 Environmental Assessment & Permitting for T-Hanger  $100,000 

2017 8-Bay Nested T-Hangar      $420,000 

2018 Perimeter Fencing       $166,000 

 

These are the planned projects to meet state and federal requirements as well as to provide for the 

hangar requested by the Town.  The Town is required to update its airport master plan which should be 

done as it is over 10 years old and may be required to have perimeter fencing.  The hangar is needed as 

individuals/companies have been interested in hangar space and the Airport hangars are all full.  

Having a hangar that is owned by the Town would allow airplane owners to operate from the Pittsfield 

Municipal Airport and/or store their planes inside.  It would increase the economic impact and 

opportunities at the Airport.  Currently, to develop hangar space, a lease is required with the Town, 

DEP permitting is required, Planning Board Site Plan Review takes place and regular building, 

plumbing, and utility permits, if water and sewer are available, need to be issued.  Having the hangar 

already built and permitted already done would be a great asset for development of the airport.  

Funding from the FAA and MDOT are not guranteeed and projects may be moved back based upon the 

number of grant applications received and funding available.  

 

8.  Upcoming Agenda Items:  SAD #53 is interested in scheduling its annual meeting with the Town 

Council.  Several dates have not worked as of yet due to scheduling, however, the Town Council’s 

Regularly Scheduled Meeting on April 01, 2014 looks like a good date for the School.   

 

9.  Pittsfield Library Program:    
The next Pittsfield Public Library program is “Do-It-Yourself Funerals” and book discussion in 

Pittsfield – 5:00 Thursday, March 13 was re-scheduled to Thursday, March 20 at the First Universalist 

Church of Pittsfield.  The second of the four-part "The Last Word: an End of Life Book Discussion 

Series" series will begin with a discussion of "Without", a book of poems by Donald Hall followed a 

talk about alternative funerals. Natural-burial and home-funeral advocate Chuck Lakin is a graduate of 

the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis who later earned a master's degree in library science and served 



as the Colby College reference librarian for 22 years. He got started building wooden coffins when his 

woodworking interests merged with his belief in natural burials and his work as a Hospice volunteer.   

This program is sponsored by the Pittsfield Public Library and the Mid-Maine Community Forum with 

a grant from the Maine Humanities Council.  For more information, please call the library at 487-5880. 

 

10.  Town Farm Lot Forest Management Plan:  This project was going to begin this month to plan 

out a project for this year.  The Trail Map data is not yet plotted for the communities for the 

HealthySV/Chamber of Commerce Project.  When that lot is plotted with the GPS coordinates that 

were obtained by volunteers, we can provide this information to the Forester Mr. Gettle, who noted he 

would lay that map on his map of cutting areas free of charge so we could see what we have.  Then 

once we have everything laid out, the Town would hold some public sessions and also meet with all the 

various town boards/committees to update them.  Therefore, this project will start when we have the 

trail map.  HealthSV is talking with the mapper to see if he will map out this lot ahead of the others so 

we can start this project.  



 

 


