
Town Manager's Report: Town Council Meeting of 11/01/2011: 

 
1_ The FYI Folder:  FYI Folder which contains items that come in between the Town 

Council Meetings has the following this evening:  READ 

 

2.  2012 State Valuation:  The Town’s proposed State Valuation has been released coming in at 

$234,350,000 million.  In total, the Town’s valuation has decreased $12,600,000 during the last two 

year’s valuation determinations.  Much of this is due to the change in personal property tax in which 

the State Legislature voted a number of years ago to basically phase out personal property tax on many 

types of equipment.   This will affect State Revenue Sharing, School Aid and assessments made by 

other agencies to the Town in a positive manner, however, affect the Town’s valuation which is used as 

the basis of property taxation in a negative fashion.   

 

3. Stress on Taxpayers:  Due to the economy and so many people out of work now due to 

job losses across the State of Maine and the nation and in many cases, unemployment eligibility 

running out, we understand that many more people than usual were not able to pay their 2011 property 

taxes.  Many more people need water and sewer payment plans to pay bills and we have a lot of 

payment plans now.  The Town will work with everyone on payment plans.  As explained to a number 

of people who have never had any issues paying their taxes before, this is not the taxpayer’s fault, it is 

not anyone’s fault, it is a sign of the times, we recommend that people make payments when they can 

to try to keep the interest down.  It takes 3 years from the date of commitment for a property to become 

automatically foreclosed under the State law for uncollected taxes.  We recommend that people meet 

with the staff and set up a tax payment plan.  Unfortunately, we have foreclosures coming up for 

unpaid 2009 property taxes.  If people can not pay the entire amount, we will work with them to 

establish a tax payment plan.  It is the Town’s policy to not have people leave their property at 

foreclosure as long as an effort is made to make payments and to pay off the taxes over a reasonable 

period of time.  Please make sure that if you have lived in your property for a year that you have met 

with the Assessor and applied for a Homestead Exemption.  If you are 62 years old and a veteran, 

please make sure that you meet with the Assessor to file a Veteran’s Exemption. Apply for a Property 

Tax and Rent Refund Circuitbreaker for refunds of property tax assessed during 2010 that have been 

paid.  If you are eligible, you can use your refund to pay for 2011 taxes.  The booklets and applications 

may be downloaded from www.maine.gov/revenue (click on Tax Relief) or call 207-626-8475.   

   

4.  Trash to Treasure Re-Use Center:  Please join members of the Recycling Committee, Go Green 

Club and our wonderful community volunteers who have made such a difference at the Re-Use Center 

in utilizing our Re-Use Center.   All residents are invited to participate in an effort to promote 

recycling, reuse and reduction of unwanted items.  Citizens from all towns are welcome at the facility.  

The following items are accepted when in useable and clean condition:  Small Appliances; Electronics; 

Kitchen/Glassware; Non-upholstered Furniture; Home Decor/Domestics; Building/Tools; 

Office/Craft/Supply; Yard & Garden; and General Merchandise.  New and used clothing should 

continue be donated to Pennywise on Somerset Avenue.  The Re-Use Center is located at 576 Peltoma 

Avenue across from the Transfer Station/Recycling Center.   
           

 

5.  Nightmare on North Main Street:  The Steeves will host their annual Halloween event at 251 

North Main Street from 6:00 pm – 11:00 pm on October 28, 29 and 31.  Cash and non-parishable food 

items are accepted.  There will be candy for the children on October 31.  Donations will benefit the 

http://www.maine.gov/revenue


Pittsfield Community Theatre and the Pittsfield Community Food Bank.  The Steeves have about 35 

volunteers to help them hold this annual fun event that is also a fundraiser. 

 

6.  Fire Department Open House for Halloween:  The Open House took place on Halloween from 

5:00 pm to 7:00pm and was quite well attended by the children of the area.  There were free doughboys 

for children 15 & under as well as apples, candy and other sweets.  We had several families come in to 

check on the date and time as well as some inquisitive children who were excited by the new fire truck 

which arrived and is on display outside the Fire Station.  The 2008 Ford F-650 Rescue Vehicle is a 

welcome addition to the fleet. 

  

7.  Pittsfield Historical Society Heating Oil Raffle:  100 Gallons of oil was donated by Webber 

Energy Fuels.  Tickets are 1 for $1 or 3 for $2.  The drawing will be held 12/15/2011 at 6:00 pm at the 

Historical Society monthly meeting at the Pittsfield Library.  Meetings are open to the public and 

people are invited to come to the drawing.  All proceeds will go toward the building renovations.  

Tickets can be purchased form Bud’s on 10/14 and 10/15/2011 and 11/04/2011 and 11/05/2011; the 

Town Office and the Historical Depot when open.  



 


