
 

Town Manager's Report: Town Council Meeting of 11/04/2015: 

 
1_ The FYI Folder:  FYI Folder which contains items that come in between the Town 

Council Meetings has the following this evening:  N/A 

 

2.  Voting Turnout:  The turnout for the November 3, 2015 election was higher than expected. 

Read Results. 

 

3. 2015 Persis Smith Community Read:   
 

The Pittsfield Public Library is holding its 2015 Persis Smith Community Read in November featuring three 

programs based on the book “Superstorm: Nine Days Inside Hurricane Sandy” by Kathryn Miles.  The book 

provides the first complete moment-by-moment account of the largest Atlantic storm system ever recorded—a 

hurricane like no other.  In “Superstorm” , journalist Kathryn Miles takes readers inside the maelstrom, detailing 

the stories of dedicated professionals at the National Hurricane Center and National Weather Service. 

  

Miles, a Portland resident, dedicates her writerly life to uncovering previously ignored narratives and characters. 

In addition to “Superstorm: Nine Days Inside Hurricane Sandy”, she is the author of “All Standing: The True 

Story of Hunger, Rebellion, and Survival Aboard the Jeanie Johnston” and “Adventures With Ari” as well as 

numerous articles of magazines and newspapers.  
 

Copies of the book can be obtained from the public library.  Readers are welcome to attend any or all programs 

of interest.  It is not necessary to have read the book to participate in the programs. All are welcome. 

a.  This evening, Wednesday, November 4 at 6:30 Kathryn Miles will discuss writing and researching her book 

and what she’s learned about our nation’s failing meteorological infrastructure.  

b.  Thursday, November 5 at 4:00 there will be an emergency preparedness presentation by Michael Smith from 

the Somerset County Emergency Management Association. 

c.  Monday, November 9, 4:00 WABI-TV meteorologist Arielle Whooley will discuss severe storms and 

weather forecasting. 

d.  Thursday, November 12 at 4:00 librarian Holly Williams will facilitate a book discussion.  

4.  Meeting with FirstPark Executive Director:  FirstPark representatives will be attending the 

Tuesday, January 19, 2016 Council Meeting to discuss the current activities, changes at FirstPark and 

the future.  The Executive Director meets with each one of the 24 communities in FirstPark to update 

the municipal officials on activities and projects on a yearly basis. 

 

5.  Codes Violation Update on Court Case:   This item is mentioned under this report as we do not have 

discussion updates during the budget period and this is an item of extreme interest to the Town 

Council.  This is an update on the Town’s first code violation court case since the 1990’s.  It took quite 

a bit to get to this point, however, the neighborhood should not have to put up with this problematic 

property on Leonard Street.  The Town’s Attorney reported that the initial appearance in this matter 

took place on October 30, 2015 at Skowhegan District Court.  The property owner appeared and 

represented himself.  He denied all charges in the citation.  The judge asked whether the parties may be 

able to reach an agreement.  It was explained that the agreement in place was not followed by the 

property owner. Mr. Sprague which is why the Town went to court to request a hearing and action.  

The judge stated that he wanted the parties to try to  resolve the matter without a trial, and that the court 

will provide 30 days' notice of the trial date.  It is likely the trial will be scheduled for early next year.  



The property owner stated that he was going to continue to work to bring the property into compliance 

and would like to avoid a trial.   

 

6. Bangor Metro Article on Pittsfield:  After being featured as the community with the most unique 

properties in the State in the Maine Townsman late last month which was an excellent promotional 

article, the Town was then featured in the Bangor Metro.  This is a magazine for the Midcoast, 

Northern & Eastern Maine which is on-line.  Ellen Angel, the Preservation Architect that we worked 

with on the Depot and are hoping to work with on the Theatre Assessment alerted the Town to the 

article.  It is an interesting article talking about all of our unique assets and depicts that we are not 

another sleepy town.   

 



 


